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ATTENTION!

There are some road rules in Japan that differ from international standards, but that will be 

strictly enforced.  In particular:

Road signs generally comply with the international system, with the exception of stop signs 

which are an inverted triangular shape (similar to 'Give Way' signs in other countries). 

All cars must stop at EVERY railway crossing and watch for trains, before proceeding. 

Don't exceed the speed limit which is 40km/h in built up areas, unless otherwise indicated, and 

60km/h elsewhere.  Speed limits on expressways are 70km/h or 80km/h depending on 

conditions. 

Also, international visitors should be aware that a valid Japanese license or International Driving 

Permit is required for driving on public roads.  International Driving Permits MUST be issued 

under the 1949 Geneva Traffic Convention and this will be stated on the front of the document.  

Please contact the organisers if you are unable to obtain such a license.  

German, French, Swiss, Italian, Belgian and Taiwanese driving license holders may request a 

translation of their license from JAF. The combination of this translation and your driving license 

is valid as an alternative to the 'Geneva Convention' International Driving Permit. Except the 

above driving license holders will be required to switch your license to Japanese one (Gaimen 

Kirikae).

The detail of Gaimen Kirikae is on the website:

http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm

See Appendix E:  Differences of Rules of the road.
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1 Introduction / Event overview

1.1 Introduction from the Chairman of the Organising Committee

The seventh Rally Hokkaido which is the fourth round of APRC combined with the sixth round of Japanese 

Rally Championship again takes place in Tokachi rigion in Hokkaido Island as well as the last 7 years.

This year it has become easier for the Organisers to find more exciting stages. The move of WRC Rally Japan 

to another region has taken away the pressure of avoiding overlapping of the limited number of stages of the 

two events held in the same area as it was till last year. 

For the reason, the itinerary has been more approprioate and attactive for the international rally championsip.

The HQ will move to Makubetsu town from the previous host town Otofuke. The main Service Park will be 

located in Kita Aikoku Community Square in Obihiro.

A short SS OBIHIRO will be established adjacent to the Service Park where the OBIHIRO Super Special 

Stage was run during Rally Japan 2006 and 2007. Spectators can walk around the Service Park when the SS 

isn't run without long distance transportation..

Like last year the Obihiro Race Course is again planned as the venue of Ceremonial Start.

The SINOTCAKI stage in Otofuke and RIKUBETSU stage in Rikubetsu, very much enjoyed by the spectators, 

are also involved in the itinerary.

The Rally Hokkaido is not only a motor sport enent, but also one of the regional festivals.

We look forward to seeing you at our event!

TABATA Kunihiro

Chairman, Organising Committee

1.2 Event overview 

The year 2008 will be the seventh year that Japan has been host to a round of the Asia-Pacific Rally 
Championship.  In 2004 it was run in conjunction with Rally Japan.  However, the two events have been run 
separately since 2005.  

In the middle of July the temperatures should be warm but not hot, and there is a likelihood of rain.  Its also the 
season in which Tokachi will have about 15 hours of daylight - starting at 0400hrs.  

The itinerary covers familiar ground in the Tokachi sub-prefecture, additionally established new Stage, OBIHIRO 
adjacent to the Service Park.  As in 2007, the spectator stage RIKUBETSU, will only be used on Day 1.  

The Rally HQ and Media Centre are located in Hotel Grand Vrio (formerly Hotel Grantia) in Makubetsu town. 
The hotel has been previously used as the official hotel of the Rally and also served as the venue of farewell 
parties for several years. The hotel was also used as the HQ of Rally Hokkaido till 2003 and has all the 
necessary media facilities like analogue lines and the Internet connection. Kita-Aikoku Service Park located 5 
km southwest from the HQ. It was used as the main Service Park of WRC Rally Japan until 2007 and has a 
gravel and asphalt mixed surface.

Past winners of the event are as follows:

2007 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1 Motor Image  Cody CROCKER Ben ATKINSON Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Rally Team   STi 

 2 MRF Tyres Katsuhiko TAGUCHI Mark STACEY Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      IX

 3 MRF Tyres Jussi VALIMAKI  Jarkko KALLIOLEPO Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

2006 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Rally Team   Toshihiro ARAI  Tony SIRCOMBE  Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Japan   STi 

 2  Team The Engine  Takuma KAMADA  Hakaru ICHINO  Subaru Impreza WRX    N4

      STi

 3  Les Walkden   Cody CROCKER  Ben ATKINSON  Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Rallying   STi 

2005 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  MRF Tyres  TAGUCHI Katsu  Mark STACEY  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VIII 

 2  MRF Tyres  Jussi VALIMAKI  Panu PLOSILA  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VIII 

 3  Repsol Advan   OHBA Seisuke  TAKAHASHI Hiroko  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

   Rally Team   VII

2004 Rally Japan (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Team Proton Pert   Karamjit SINGH  Allen OH (MAL)  Proton PERT   N4

   Malaysia (MAL) 

 2  Monster Sport  Chris ATKINSON  Ben ATKINSON   Suzuki Ignis   A6

   Australia  (AUS)  (AUS)

 3  Team Total  Geof ARGYLE (NZ) Steve SMITH (NZ) Mitsubishi Lancer Evo    N4

   Lubricants    VIII

2003 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Production  Toshihiro ARAI (J)  Tony SIRCOMBE (NZ)  Subaru Impreza   N4

   Rally Team 

 2  Racetech Seats  Geof ARGYLE (NZ)  Steve SMITH (NZ)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   A8

      VI 

 3  MRF Tyres  Armin KREMER (D)  Fred BERSSEN (D)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VII 

 

2002 Rally Hokkaido 

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Australia  Possum BOURNE   Mark STACEY (AUS)  Subaru Impreza   A8

    (NZ)

 2  Top Run  Marcos LIGATO  Ruben GARCIA (RA)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

    (RA)   VI 

 3  Advan PIAA Rally  NUTAHARA Fumio HAYASHI Satoshi (J)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo  N4

    (J)   VII 

1.3 Information about Tokachi, Japan 

Hokkaido is the northernmost island of Japan, and has a population of 5.6 million.  Comparing the population 
density to the main island of Honshu, while the average in Japan is 342 people per square km, Tokyo has 5629 
per square km and Hokkaido has 67 per square km, thus, it is relatively sparsely populated.  The island has 
vast areas of forest, mountains and agricultural land. 

It is located north of the Korean peninsula, though in latitude is similar to Rome and the south of Great Britain. It 
is affected by the south flowing current of the Pacific Ocean, however, which brings long and cold winters.  Also 
there is some effect from the summer typhoons, although this is usually only rainfall. 

In appearance the Tokachi countryside is similar to some of the northern States of the US, and some people 
have compared the Special stages with those in Wales.  It is relatively flat and agricultural.  A mountain range 
running north / south divides the island and another mountain range runs from the middle range to the west and 
these two ranges protect Tokachi from the weather.  The rally roads are in the flat Tokachi basin and some head 
into the foothills of the mountain ranges, but the route is not mountainous.  

Hokkaido has been relatively recently settled by the ethnic Japanese, who came up from the south 
approximately 200 years ago.  Local demographics followed a pattern set in other countries, where the local 
indigenous population declined.  The indigenous people are called Ainu and are believed to have come down 
the Kamchatka Peninsular from Siberia.  

Obihiro is a city with approximately 170,000 inhabitants.  It is a modern looking city and is well serviced with 
hotels and restaurants because it is a regional business centre.  There is a well laid-out and signposted (in 
English as well as Japanese) road system.  All roads are named from a central point according to their direction 
and distance from that point.  For example, the address of the popular Tokachi Beer restaurant is West 1, South 
9-6.   Otofuke is located on the opposite side of the Tokachi River to Obihiro.   It is a smaller town, but is well 
served by many of the major shopping chains.  

The local people are very enthusiastic about motor sport and the benefit of international events to the 
community.  They have proved themselves very willing to assist rally visitors who might be struggling to 
understand the language, or to make themselves understood. Makubetsu town is located on the north of 
Obihiro across the Satsunai river.

There are maps of Obihiro and of Otofuke in Appendix B.

2 Contact details

2.1  Permanent contact details email and internet addresses

 

Rally Hokkaido  Tel:  +81-11-864-1101

c/- Planning For Co Ltd  Fax:  +81-11-864-1182

2nd Floor, Homei Building  Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19  Website:  www.rally-hokkaido.com

Shiroishih-ku

SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO

JAPAN  003-0022

2.2 Location of Rally HQ and Service Park

The Rally HQ and Media Centre are located in Hotel Grand Vrio (formerly Hotel Grantia) in Makubetsu town. 

The hotel has been previously used as the official hotel of the Rally and also served as the venue of farewell 

parties for several years. The hotel was also used as the HQ of Rally Hokkaido till 2003 and has all the 

necessary media facilities like analogue lines and the Internet connection. 

Kita-Aikoku Service Park is located 5 km southwest from the HQ. It was used as the main Service Park of WRC 

Rally Japan until 2007 and has a gravel and asphalt mixed surface. The Service Park is renowned as one of the 

most spectator-friendly among WRC events, and a 1.2 km short Special Stage OBIHIRO scheduled to run twice 

on Day 2 is placed next to the area. The spectators can walk around the SP when the SS isn't run without long 

distance transportation. 

The general layout of the Kita Aikoku Servioe Park and the location of the town of Makubetsu in relation to 

Obihiro are shown in the maps in Appendix B.

2.3 List of key officials, their functions and e-mail addresses

Chairman, Organising Committee  Mr TABATA Kunihiro  tabata-p@rally-hokkaido.com

Clerk of Course  Mr MAKITA Ryuji  makita@rally-hokkaido.com

Deputy Clerk of Course  Mr Dmitry (Dima) Krivtsov  dima@rally-hokkaido.com

Route Coordinator  Mr NAKATA Shogo  nakata@rally-hokkaido.com

Secretary of the Event  Mr SUDO Norimitsu  sudo@rally-hokkaido.com

Chief Safety Officer  Mr YONEZAWA Akira  yonezawa@rally-hokkaido.com

Chief Scrutineer  Mr ISHIKAWA Kazuo  scrutineer@rally-hokkaido.com

Secretary  Mr TAKASHIMA Shingo  takashima@planning-for.co.jp

Accommodation  Ms NIINO Mieko  niino@planning-for.co.jp

Officials' Coordinator  Ms TABATA Mieko  tabata-m@planning-for.co.jp

PR Manager  Mr NAGATA Takeshi   nagata@planning-for.co.jp

2.4 Media contact details

National Media Officer: Rally Hokkaido Secretariat Tel:  +81-11-864-1101

 Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi 2nd Floor, Homei Building Fax:  +81-11-864-1182

 Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19 Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

International Media Officer: Shiroishih-ku Website:  www.rally-hokkaido.com

 Mr. AMANO Katsuhiko SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO

 JAPAN  003-0022

3 Programme and critical deadlines

Day / Time Contents

Wednesday 21 May 

1000hrs  Supplementary Regulations published

1000hrs  Opening date for entries

1000hrs Opening date for applications for media accreditation

 

Wednesday 18 June 

1000hrs  Publication of Rally Guide 2 

1800hrs  Deadline for ordering extra material or equipment

1800hrs  Closing date for entries

1800hrs  Deadline for registering for flexi-service

 

Wednesday 25 June 

1000hrs  Publication of Road Books and Route Map 

1800hrs Closing date for ordering pump fuel from the organisers

1800hrs  Closing date for co-driver details

1800hrs  Closing date for media accreditation applications

1800hrs Closing date for helicopter registration

 

Tuesday 1 July 

1000hrs  Seeded entry list published

1800hrs  Publication of Service Park layout and service bay 

 allocations

 

Sunday 6 July  

0900hrs  Service Park open for competitor bump-in, and delivery 

 of sea containers

 

Tuesday 8 July 

1300hrs  Rally Headquarters opens

1300 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

1300 - 1900hrs  Registration for reconnaissance, service vehicle 

 registration, collection of material for competitors, 

 administrative checks. 

 

Wednesday 9 July  

0900 - 2100hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0900 - 2100hrs  Registration for reconnaissance, service vehicle 

 registration, collection of material for competitors, 

 administrative checks.

1300 - 2100hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

1300hrs  Media Accreditation commences

1400hrs   Reconnaissance commences (APRC competitors only)

1800hrs  Scrutineering schedule posted

 

Thursday 10 July 

0700 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0700 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0700 - 1800hrs  Reconnaissance for all competitors

0900 - 1800hrs  Scrutineering, marking and sealing of components

Friday 11 July 

0600 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0600 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

From 0600hrs  Reconnaissance continues for Japanese Rally 

 Championship competitors

0900 - 1300hrs  Scrutineering, marking and sealing of components

1000 - 1200hrs Shakedown

1300hrs  First Stewards meeting

1400hrs  Pre-rally media conference

1430hrs Publication of Start List for Day 1

1430hrs  Competitors briefing  (Japanese RC crews only)

1730 - 1900hrs  Rally Show

From 1935hrs  Ceremonial Start

 

Saturday 12 July 

0530 - 2200hrs   Opening hours for Rally HQ

0530 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0600hrs  Start of Day 1

2200hrs  Publication of Start List for Day 2

 

Sunday 13 July 

0500 - 2000hrs   Opening hours for Rally HQ

0500 - 2300hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0530hrs  Start of Day 2

1700hrs  Finish Ceremony and APRC trophy presentation

1745hrs  Post event scrutiny

1800hrs  Final Media Conference

1930hrs  Posting of Japanese RC's provisional classifications

2000hrs  Posting of provisional classifications

2000hrs  Japanese RC Prize Presentation

2030hrs  Farewell Party

 

Monday 14 July  

0900 - 1200hrs  Opening hours of Rally HQ

0900 - 1200hrs  Opening hours of Media Centre

1000hrs  Issue of Results Books

1200hrs  Rally HQ and Media Centre close.

 

 

4  Entry Details

4.1  FIA Titles for which the rally counts FIA

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Championship for Drivers and Co-drivers

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Cup for Manufacturers

2008 FIA  Asia Cup

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Cup for Drivers, Co-drivers and Manufacturers of Group N 2WD normally aspirated 

2 Litre Cars

4.1.1 JAF titles for which the rally counts 

Japanese Rally Championship

4.2  Criteria for acceptance of entries 

Entrants, drivers and co-drivers of any nationality holding the appropriate international competition license may 

enter Rally Hokkaido as an APRC and Asia Cup competitor.  Overseas competition holders must hold an 

authority from their ASN or obtain its stamp on their entry form. 

The total number of entries, taking into account the APRC, Asia Cup and the Japanese National Championship 

event will be 90.  If more than 90 entries are received then the organisers will decide on which entries to accept.  

APRC registered competitors and Asia Cup resistered competitors will be guaranteed an entry.

4.3  List of entry fees (payment of entry fees) 

Asia-Pacific Championship and Asia Cup competitors

With the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY250,000

Without the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY350,000

Japanese Rally Championship competitors

With the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY230,000

Entry fees are payable only by bank transfer to:

Bank name:  Hokkaido Bank

Bank Branch:  Ryutsu Centre Mae

Account Name:  Planning For Co Ltd

Account Number:   0645356

Swift Code:  HKDBJPJT

4.4  Additional material

Additional material can be purchased from the rally secretariat as follows: 

Item  Price

Additonal service space (5 x 10m) JPY30,000

Auxiliary vehicle passes   JPY10,000

Service crew passes    JPY6,000

Guest credential passes  JPY10,000

Tickets to Farewell Dinner party  JPY6,000

Road Book    JPY7,000

Official Programme   JPY1,000

Map     JPY800

APRC and / or  Asia 

Cup resistered

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

8 

4 

2 

1 

6

10 x 20 m

Item

Accommodation 

Assistance APRC

(Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat) 

Accommodation

Assistance Japanese RC

(Fri, Sat)

Rally Guide 1

Supplementary Regulations

Rally Guide 2 

Road Books

Route Map

Official programme

Results Books 

Competitor credential passes

Service credential passes

Guest credential passes 

Service vehicle passes 

Auxiliary vehicle passes

Tickets to farewell dinner

Service Space

Other APRC or 

Asia Cup

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

8 

0 

2 

0 

4

10 x 5m

Japanese RC

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

0 

2 

0 

2 

10 x 5m

4.5  Entry packages 5  Service Park

5.1  Information about the Service Park

There will be one central service park located at the Kita Aikoku Community Square in the town of Aikoku, 

Obihiro.city.  The surface is a mixed of gravel and asphalt 

Bump-in to the service park will be from Sunday 6 July at 0900hrs. 

Competitors may bring their Auxiliary Vehicles into the service park, as long as they can park them within their 

designated area.  Otherwise these vehicles will have to be taken to the auxiliary parking area adjacent to the 

service park.  Two service vehicle plates will be issued per competitor.  Extra auxiliary plates can be ordered for 

JPY10,000.  

All crews competing in APRC and Japanese RC will be eligible for flexi-service.  To register for flexi-service, 

Section B.3 of the Entry Booklet (Appendix D) must be completed and returned to the Rally Secretariat by 

Monday 30 June.  

5.2  Facilities at the Service Park 

General facilities available at the service park are as follows: 

-  Public toilets

-  General lighting

-  Rubbish collection

-  Water taps for shared use

-  5 x 10m space per non-APRC and / or Asia Cup registered competitor.  If competitors have a special space 

requirement, additional space is available by JPY30,000 for each 5 x 10m with writing down your request on 

Equipment Order Form (App D) and Fax to Organiser before Wednesday 18 June.

The following facilities and services can be ordered for use in the Service Park.  An order form is included in the 

Entry Booklet in Appendix D, and on the www.rally-hokkaido.com website (Equipment Order Form).   Prices 

available on request.  

Booking Conditions

To guarantee delivery, all items must be ordered before Wednesday 18 June.  Goods ordered will be delivered 

to the service park on or before the stated 'start date' and collected on Monday 14 July.  Credit card details are 

required, regardless of method of payment, and will be used for payment if the items are not returned.

 Item  Description

 Portable toilets  Pump toilets, cleared regularly (Cleaning charge isn't included.)

 Extra large rubbish bins  1.8m x 1.8m x 1.3m (Disposal charge isn't included.)

 All weather tents   5.4m x 3.6m; walls can be ordered : JPY600 per metre.

 (without walls)

 Tables and chairs  Bench style table; 45cm wide.  Stackable, portable chairs.

 Generator  10kVA, 100V

 Generator  2kVA, 100V

 

There will be an additional fee for transport .  More details are available on request. 

6  Reconnaissance

6.1  Registration 

Date Time Location

Tuesday 8 July  1300-1900hrs Rally HQ

Wednesday 9 July  0900-2100hrs Rally HQ

Registration for reconnaissance will coincide with administrative checks.  A date and time for the administrative 

checks will be allocated to each team.   Competitors should complete the relevant section in the Entry Booklet in 

Appendix D, or on the website www.rally-hokkaido.com to nominate a time.  

Tyres used must be series production type designed primarily for tarmac use.  Use of competition tyres is 

forbidden. 

6.2 Reconnaissance Schedule

Reconnaissance must take place according to the following schedule.  A more detailed schedule will be 

published in the Supplementary Regulations and Rally Guide 2. 

Date Time Subject

Wednesday 9 July From 1400hrs  APRC competitors 

Thursday 10 July From 0700hrs  All competitors

Friday 11 July From 0600hrs   Japanese RC competitors

7  Shakedown

Shakedown is compulsory for all entrants registered in the APRC Championship and Asia Cup. The detail is as 

below;

Location Obihiro Special Stage (Run in reverse: subject to be approved by FIA)

Stage length  1.20km

Service  Kita Aikoku Service Park

Distance to Service Park Adjacent to the Service Park

Date and Time Friday 11 July 1000hrs - 1200hrs

8  Media

8.1  Contact details before the event

For media enquiries, please contact Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi. 

Rally Hokkaido Permanent Secretariat (Media)

National Media Officer: Mr KATO Kazuyoshi

International Media Officer:  Mr AMANO Katsuhiko 

Address: Homei Building  Tel: +81 (0) 11 864 1101

 Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19 Fax: +81 (0) 11 864 1182

 Shiroishi-ku, Sapporo Em: media@rally-hokkaido.com

 HOKKAIDO  003-0022 Web: www.rally-hokkaido.com

 JAPAN

8.2  Accreditation procedure / criteria and deadline

All media wishing to attend Rally Hokkaido are required to complete the Media Accreditation Form and send it 

along with required documents to the Rally Secretariat (Attention: Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi) by Wednesday 25 June 

2007 1800hrs.   Applications must be sent by post. The application form and the list of necessary documents will 

be posted on the official website www.rally-hokkaido.com 

Media applications must be received by Wednesday 25 June 2007 1800hrs.

9  Two-way radio

9.1  Application procedure 

The use of two-way radios is strictly controlled in Japan.  Those wishing to use two-way radio communication 

equipment should complete the relevant section of the Entry Booklet in Appendix D, with details of the 

frequency, model number and transmission output of the radio.  This must be returned to the Rally Secretariat at 

least three months prior to the rally.  Some two-way radios may not be used in Japan depending on frequency 

and transmitting output.

 

10  Fuel

10.1  Fuel / refuelling regulations

The use of FIA fuel is permitted.  Prior to the event, entrants are required to make their own arrangements for 
supply and transportation of FIA Fuel to Hokkaido, to the locations advised by the Organiser.  
Competitors who wish to use an approved FIA fuel are required to contact below: 

Mr Murray Brown 
Tel: +64 3355 6125 
Fax: +64 3355 6128 
Em: murray.brown@xtra.co.nz

Competitors who wish to use the pump fuel must order it through the Organisers using the Fuel Order form. The 
Fuel order fuel form will be available on the official website www.rally-hokkaido.com.  

No other fuel is available during the rally 

Organiser will refuel during the rally, no team needs to bring your refueling staff.

More information will be available in the Supplementary Regulations and in Rally Guide 2, or competitors can 

contact the organisers.

11  Hospitality arrangements

11.1 Contact details for person in charge of hospitality arrangements

For more information about arrangements for Corporate Hospitality, please contact: 

Mr TAKASHIMA Shingo

Tel:  +81 (0) 11 864 1101

Fax:  +81 (0) 11 864 1182

Em:  takashima@planning-for.co.jp

12  Helicopters

12.1  Registration procedure / information

All helicopters flying in support of the rally must be registered with the Organisers.  There will a standard 

protocol to control rally airspace and only registered aircraft will be permitted to fly in this space.  A helicopter 

registration fee will be charged.  A schedule of landing sites and GPS locations will be available, which will 

include the special stages and Service Park.  Attendance at the pilot's briefing is obligatory for all pilots. 

12.2  Contact details for national helicopter companies

Name Aero Asahi  Hokkaido Koku

Tel  +81 11 782 0603  +81 11 781 1247

Fax +81 11 783 5286  +81 11 780 2711

Contact  Mr Ozawa  Mr Hataguchi

Web www.aerosahi.co.jp  www.hokkaido-koku.co.jp

13  Import of vehicles and spare parts

13.1  National laws / customs clearance

As internal shipping and freight charges can be expensive, Rally Hokkaido organisers recommend that all sea 

freight be imported through the closest Port of Tomakomai.  Customs authorities there are familiar with customs 

procedures for overseas team competing at Rally Hokkaido.  Container transportation from Tomakomai to the 

service park takes about three hours.

The general principles of customs clearance are as follows: 

(1) FIA CARNET is required and mandatory for all overseas registered cars that are to be driven on the public 

roads in Japan i.e.  rally car, recce car, service van, other cars.   A carnet certification document will be provided by 

JAF via the Organisers, that serves as temporary compliance and this should be carried within the vehicle. Every 

automobile (including rally cars and every foreign registered vehicle) which is driven on public road in Japan has to 

be gotten Jibaiseki which is a compulsory insurance.

(2) ATA CARNET can be used for the following - for tools/parts/tyres (that are re-exported), and promotional items.  

All of the items imported under ATA Carnet are to re-exported after the rally. Even if it is temporary, the import of 

Contraband goods is prohibited.

(3) PRO FORMA INVOICE - please check with the Organisers or your freight agent on use of pro-forma invoices. 

You are required to submit the required documents when you get the special permits which are required for the 

importation of hazardous goods such as high pressure gas cylinders, and for medical supplies. You are also 

required to arrange the importation of the items by yourself.

 

It is recommended that anyone wishing to import vehicles and goods for Rally Hokkaido contact the official freight 

agent for Rally Hokkaido -

Name KURIBAYASHI & Co., Ltd. Tomakomai Branch

Address 13-16, Motonakano-cho, 2-chome, Tomakomai, 053-0005 Japan

Tel:  +81 (0)144-32-3511   

Fax:   +81 (0)144-36-6839

Contact  Mr Jungo KONO:  kouno@kurinet.co.jp

  Mr Katsuyuki KOBAYASHI: kat-kobayashi@kurinet.co.jp

13.2  Vehicle regulations 

Vehicles temporarily registered for Rally Hokkaido have to comply with the Road Vehicles Act and the Road Traffic 

Law and the provision of the JAF National Sporting Regulations for Vehicles (lighting devices, noise generated by 

the car, etc) except when Appendix J of the FIA International Sporting Code differs.  

For vehicles that are not already registered in Japan, two documents are required and must be carried in the 

vehicles and a third is recommended for competition vehicles:

(a) A translation of the Carnet, issued by JAF and distributed by the Organisers.  This document serves as a   

temporary vehicle compliance document.  For rally cars this is included in the entry fee, however for other  

vehicles a small processing fee will be charged.

(b) 'Jibaiseki'. It is a compulsory insurance. So, every automobile (including rally cars and every foreign registered  

vehicle) which is driven on public road in Japan has to be gotten it. A fee of approximately JPY8,000 will apply for 

other vehicles that are not registered in Japan. 

(c) Rally car insurance in Third party insurance.  This is recommended for rally cars and recce cars. The fee is   

approximately JPY20,000 depending on engine size.  

The Entry Booklet in Appendix D contains a section on importing vehicles.  Vehicle details are required for 

documents (b) and (c) above.

13.3 The condition for driving in Japan

International visitors should be aware that a valid Japanese license or International Driving Permit is required for 

driving on public roads.  International Driving Permits MUST be issued under the 1949 Geneva Traffic Convention 

and this will be stated on the front of the document.  Please contact the organisers if you are unable to obtain such 

a license.  

German, French, Swiss, Italian, Belgian and Taiwanese  driving license holders may request a translation of their 

license from JAF. The combination of this translation and your driving license is valid as an alternative to the 

'Geneva Convention' International Driving Permit. Except the above driving license holders will be required to 

switch your license to Japanese one (Gaimen Kirikae).

The detail of Gaimen Kirikae is on the website:

http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm

14  Hotel / accommodation reservation

14.1 Contact details for reservations or list of hotels

The organisers have negotiated favourable rates and made a block booking at the following hotels.   To make a 

booking, please return the Accommodation Booking Form that is included in Appendix D to the Rally Secretariat.   

Hotel accommodation for driver and codriver will be included in the competitors' entry fee.  Four nights 

(Wednesday 9 July - Saturday 12 July) for APRC and Asia cup competitors and two nights (Friday 11 July and 

Saturday 12 July) for Japanese Rally Championship competitors.   This will be a twin room in either one of the 

two official hotels described below.  In case of Route Inn Obihiro, it might be a single room.  The choice of hotel 

will be at the organisers' discretion.  For those who wish to share the room with their team members, Japanese-

style rooms are available (up to 5 people per room).  For three people in a Japanese style room, an extra 

JPY6,000 is payable.  For four or more people in the room, an extra JPY5,000 is payable per person per night 

for the extra people. 

Please include these rooms in your accommodation booking. 

Grand Vrio Hotel (former Hotel Grantia Tokachi)  

Makubetsu Yoda 384   Tel: +81(0)155-56-2121  Fax: +81(0)155-56-6011

Single  7,500 / Twin  13,000 / Japanese-style rooms: 3 people   18,000 / 4 or 5 people -  5,000 p.p

Breakfast is included, but if breakfast is not required, JPY500 is reduced from the mentioned rate. 

There is no charge for parking

Language: Japanese / English / Chinese

Spa Resort Hotel . Combination of western and Japanese style rooms.  Was Rally HQ in 2003.  Reused as HQ 

and media center in 2008. On the easter side of Obihiro, on a hill overlooking the city.  15 minutes drive from the 

central Obihiro. It takes Railway Station and restaurant area, and about 15 minutes. Most of the rooms in the 

hotel are Japanese style without bathroom, the organiser reccomends for you to book in Route Inn Hotel for 

western styles'.  

Route Inn Obihiro  

W3, S11, Obihiro   Tel: +81-(0)155-28-7200  

 

Single  6,800 

Breakfast is included, but if breakfast is not required, JPY500 is reduced from the mentioned rate. 

Parking JPY500

Language: Japanese only

A business hotel.  One of the newest hotels in Obihiro. Opposite the central Obihiro Railway Station 

There are many hotels in and around Obihiro and Otofuke.  To search on the internet, try Obihiro, Otofuke and 

Tokachigawa.  There are also websites that list hotels in Obihiro, for example http://www.obihiro-

yado.com/English/european.html.  If you are having difficulty in contacting the hotels, or would  like the 

organizers to assist with bookings, please don't hesitate to contact either the Competitor Support Managers or 

the Rally Secretariat.  

15  Advertising

There are no restrictions on alcohol or tobacco advertising on competing vehicles or team uniforms in Japan.  

Japanese-registered vehicles are not permitted to have any kind of windscreen band affixed to their 

windscreens.  Overseas-registered vehicles are permitted to have a band of maximum depth 10cm affixed to 

the upper portion of their front windscreens.  

16  Ceremonial Start

The procedures for the Rally Show and the Ceremonial Start will be available in the Supplementary Regulations 
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17  List of useful facts and services

17.1 Fast Facts

Airport:  Japan Airlines (JAL) provides freight from Haneda Airport (Tokyo) to Tokachi Obihiro Airport 4 

times a day, from Komaki Airport (Aichi) to TOA once a day, and from Kansai Airport (Osaka) 

to TOA once a day.   Travelling time from Tokachi Obihiro Airport to central Obihiro is 

approximately 25 minutes.  The transfer can be made by airport shuttle (JPY1,000 - to all 

major hotels and the train station), or taxi and rental cars are available. Keep baggage tags 

handy as these will be required on exit from the baggage collection area. 

Train:  Japan Railways (JR) Hokkaido provides limited express services between Sapporo and 

Obihiro approximately 2.20hrs), and between Chitose Airport and Obihiro (approximately 

2.10hrs).

Cash:  It is wise to expect to pay for most daily expenses in cash (JPY).  Hotels and large shops will 

accept international credit cards, but often smaller convenience stores, petrol stations, 

restaurants and some ATMs will only accept cash or Japanese credit cards. 

 

Currency:  The currency is Japanese Yen (JPY, or ' '), and it is a decimal system, with the largest note 

being JPY10,000, and the smallest coin being JPY1.  In January 2007, the exchange rate 

was 1 EUR = 157.20 JPY; 1 USD = 121.29 JPY; 1 AUD =93.67 JPY.  (See section below on 

Banks Credit Cards and Cash)

Currency exchange is only available from Monday to Friday in Obihiro.

Elevation:  Service Park:  40m

Average for Special Stages:  362m

Electricity:  100V at 50 cycles.  Plugs are twin parallel pin-type, the same as are used in the USA. 

Embassies and   For a complete list of embassies and consulates in Japan and Japanese missions abroad   

Consulates: see http://www.mofa.go.jp 

International   The international dialling codes vary depending on which phone company is being used.  It  

Dialling: should be listed in the 'Information for Guests' book in hotels, or on the internet for mobile   

  phones. 

Mobile phones:  GMS phones except 3G do not work in Japan.  There is more information about mobile 

phones in the Section that follows. 

Opening Hours:  Shops are open seven days a week, normally from 1000hrs until approximately 1900hrs, 

some stay open later.  Banks, government offices and the Post Office, however, work Monday 

to Friday. 

Population:  Japan:  125 million

Hokkaido:  5.68 million

Public Holidays:  None within two weeks of Rally Hokkaido 

Rainfall (July):  94.4mm (average)

Sunrise (July 11):  03:59hrs   (Source: http://www.njwa.jp/weather/)

Sunset (July 11):  19:06hrs   (Source: http://www.njwa.jp/weather/)
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Rally HQ and Media Centre

Service Park

     

Planning For Co Ltd
     

Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19

     Shiroishishi-ku

    SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO,  003-0022

      JAPAN

        Website:  www.rallyhokkaido.com

        Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

   Tel +81-(0)11- 864-1101 Fax +81-(0)11-864-1182

This document has no regulatory power, except if referred to specifically in the Supplementary Regulations or a 

Bulletin and therefore should be used as a guide only.  For regulations, please refer to the FIA Rally Championship 

General Prescriptions, the International Sporting Code, the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship Regulations, JAF 

National Sporting Regulations and the event Supplementary Regulations and any Bulletin that may be issued. 

ATTENTION!

There are some road rules in Japan that differ from international standards, but that will be 

strictly enforced.  In particular:

Road signs generally comply with the international system, with the exception of stop signs 

which are an inverted triangular shape (similar to 'Give Way' signs in other countries). 

All cars must stop at EVERY railway crossing and watch for trains, before proceeding. 

Don't exceed the speed limit which is 40km/h in built up areas, unless otherwise indicated, and 

60km/h elsewhere.  Speed limits on expressways are 70km/h or 80km/h depending on 

conditions. 

Also, international visitors should be aware that a valid Japanese license or International Driving 

Permit is required for driving on public roads.  International Driving Permits MUST be issued 

under the 1949 Geneva Traffic Convention and this will be stated on the front of the document.  

Please contact the organisers if you are unable to obtain such a license.  

German, French, Swiss, Italian, Belgian and Taiwanese driving license holders may request a 

translation of their license from JAF. The combination of this translation and your driving license 

is valid as an alternative to the 'Geneva Convention' International Driving Permit. Except the 

above driving license holders will be required to switch your license to Japanese one (Gaimen 

Kirikae).

The detail of Gaimen Kirikae is on the website:

http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm

See Appendix E:  Differences of Rules of the road.
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1 Introduction / Event overview

1.1 Introduction from the Chairman of the Organising Committee

The seventh Rally Hokkaido which is the fourth round of APRC combined with the sixth round of Japanese 

Rally Championship again takes place in Tokachi rigion in Hokkaido Island as well as the last 7 years.

This year it has become easier for the Organisers to find more exciting stages. The move of WRC Rally Japan 

to another region has taken away the pressure of avoiding overlapping of the limited number of stages of the 

two events held in the same area as it was till last year. 

For the reason, the itinerary has been more approprioate and attactive for the international rally championsip.

The HQ will move to Makubetsu town from the previous host town Otofuke. The main Service Park will be 

located in Kita Aikoku Community Square in Obihiro.

A short SS OBIHIRO will be established adjacent to the Service Park where the OBIHIRO Super Special 

Stage was run during Rally Japan 2006 and 2007. Spectators can walk around the Service Park when the SS 

isn't run without long distance transportation..

Like last year the Obihiro Race Course is again planned as the venue of Ceremonial Start.

The SINOTCAKI stage in Otofuke and RIKUBETSU stage in Rikubetsu, very much enjoyed by the spectators, 

are also involved in the itinerary.

The Rally Hokkaido is not only a motor sport enent, but also one of the regional festivals.

We look forward to seeing you at our event!

TABATA Kunihiro

Chairman, Organising Committee

1.2 Event overview 

The year 2008 will be the seventh year that Japan has been host to a round of the Asia-Pacific Rally 
Championship.  In 2004 it was run in conjunction with Rally Japan.  However, the two events have been run 
separately since 2005.  

In the middle of July the temperatures should be warm but not hot, and there is a likelihood of rain.  Its also the 
season in which Tokachi will have about 15 hours of daylight - starting at 0400hrs.  

The itinerary covers familiar ground in the Tokachi sub-prefecture, additionally established new Stage, OBIHIRO 
adjacent to the Service Park.  As in 2007, the spectator stage RIKUBETSU, will only be used on Day 1.  

The Rally HQ and Media Centre are located in Hotel Grand Vrio (formerly Hotel Grantia) in Makubetsu town. 
The hotel has been previously used as the official hotel of the Rally and also served as the venue of farewell 
parties for several years. The hotel was also used as the HQ of Rally Hokkaido till 2003 and has all the 
necessary media facilities like analogue lines and the Internet connection. Kita-Aikoku Service Park located 5 
km southwest from the HQ. It was used as the main Service Park of WRC Rally Japan until 2007 and has a 
gravel and asphalt mixed surface.

Past winners of the event are as follows:

2007 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1 Motor Image  Cody CROCKER Ben ATKINSON Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Rally Team   STi 

 2 MRF Tyres Katsuhiko TAGUCHI Mark STACEY Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      IX

 3 MRF Tyres Jussi VALIMAKI  Jarkko KALLIOLEPO Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

2006 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Rally Team   Toshihiro ARAI  Tony SIRCOMBE  Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Japan   STi 

 2  Team The Engine  Takuma KAMADA  Hakaru ICHINO  Subaru Impreza WRX    N4

      STi

 3  Les Walkden   Cody CROCKER  Ben ATKINSON  Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Rallying   STi 

2005 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  MRF Tyres  TAGUCHI Katsu  Mark STACEY  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VIII 

 2  MRF Tyres  Jussi VALIMAKI  Panu PLOSILA  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VIII 

 3  Repsol Advan   OHBA Seisuke  TAKAHASHI Hiroko  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

   Rally Team   VII

2004 Rally Japan (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Team Proton Pert   Karamjit SINGH  Allen OH (MAL)  Proton PERT   N4

   Malaysia (MAL) 

 2  Monster Sport  Chris ATKINSON  Ben ATKINSON   Suzuki Ignis   A6

   Australia  (AUS)  (AUS)

 3  Team Total  Geof ARGYLE (NZ) Steve SMITH (NZ) Mitsubishi Lancer Evo    N4

   Lubricants    VIII

2003 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Production  Toshihiro ARAI (J)  Tony SIRCOMBE (NZ)  Subaru Impreza   N4

   Rally Team 

 2  Racetech Seats  Geof ARGYLE (NZ)  Steve SMITH (NZ)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   A8

      VI 

 3  MRF Tyres  Armin KREMER (D)  Fred BERSSEN (D)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VII 

 

2002 Rally Hokkaido 

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Australia  Possum BOURNE   Mark STACEY (AUS)  Subaru Impreza   A8

    (NZ)

 2  Top Run  Marcos LIGATO  Ruben GARCIA (RA)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

    (RA)   VI 

 3  Advan PIAA Rally  NUTAHARA Fumio HAYASHI Satoshi (J)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo  N4

    (J)   VII 

1.3 Information about Tokachi, Japan 

Hokkaido is the northernmost island of Japan, and has a population of 5.6 million.  Comparing the population 
density to the main island of Honshu, while the average in Japan is 342 people per square km, Tokyo has 5629 
per square km and Hokkaido has 67 per square km, thus, it is relatively sparsely populated.  The island has 
vast areas of forest, mountains and agricultural land. 

It is located north of the Korean peninsula, though in latitude is similar to Rome and the south of Great Britain. It 
is affected by the south flowing current of the Pacific Ocean, however, which brings long and cold winters.  Also 
there is some effect from the summer typhoons, although this is usually only rainfall. 

In appearance the Tokachi countryside is similar to some of the northern States of the US, and some people 
have compared the Special stages with those in Wales.  It is relatively flat and agricultural.  A mountain range 
running north / south divides the island and another mountain range runs from the middle range to the west and 
these two ranges protect Tokachi from the weather.  The rally roads are in the flat Tokachi basin and some head 
into the foothills of the mountain ranges, but the route is not mountainous.  

Hokkaido has been relatively recently settled by the ethnic Japanese, who came up from the south 
approximately 200 years ago.  Local demographics followed a pattern set in other countries, where the local 
indigenous population declined.  The indigenous people are called Ainu and are believed to have come down 
the Kamchatka Peninsular from Siberia.  

Obihiro is a city with approximately 170,000 inhabitants.  It is a modern looking city and is well serviced with 
hotels and restaurants because it is a regional business centre.  There is a well laid-out and signposted (in 
English as well as Japanese) road system.  All roads are named from a central point according to their direction 
and distance from that point.  For example, the address of the popular Tokachi Beer restaurant is West 1, South 
9-6.   Otofuke is located on the opposite side of the Tokachi River to Obihiro.   It is a smaller town, but is well 
served by many of the major shopping chains.  

The local people are very enthusiastic about motor sport and the benefit of international events to the 
community.  They have proved themselves very willing to assist rally visitors who might be struggling to 
understand the language, or to make themselves understood. Makubetsu town is located on the north of 
Obihiro across the Satsunai river.

There are maps of Obihiro and of Otofuke in Appendix B.

2 Contact details

2.1  Permanent contact details email and internet addresses

 

Rally Hokkaido  Tel:  +81-11-864-1101

c/- Planning For Co Ltd  Fax:  +81-11-864-1182

2nd Floor, Homei Building  Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19  Website:  www.rally-hokkaido.com

Shiroishih-ku

SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO

JAPAN  003-0022

2.2 Location of Rally HQ and Service Park

The Rally HQ and Media Centre are located in Hotel Grand Vrio (formerly Hotel Grantia) in Makubetsu town. 

The hotel has been previously used as the official hotel of the Rally and also served as the venue of farewell 

parties for several years. The hotel was also used as the HQ of Rally Hokkaido till 2003 and has all the 

necessary media facilities like analogue lines and the Internet connection. 

Kita-Aikoku Service Park is located 5 km southwest from the HQ. It was used as the main Service Park of WRC 

Rally Japan until 2007 and has a gravel and asphalt mixed surface. The Service Park is renowned as one of the 

most spectator-friendly among WRC events, and a 1.2 km short Special Stage OBIHIRO scheduled to run twice 

on Day 2 is placed next to the area. The spectators can walk around the SP when the SS isn't run without long 

distance transportation. 

The general layout of the Kita Aikoku Servioe Park and the location of the town of Makubetsu in relation to 

Obihiro are shown in the maps in Appendix B.

2.3 List of key officials, their functions and e-mail addresses

Chairman, Organising Committee  Mr TABATA Kunihiro  tabata-p@rally-hokkaido.com

Clerk of Course  Mr MAKITA Ryuji  makita@rally-hokkaido.com

Deputy Clerk of Course  Mr Dmitry (Dima) Krivtsov  dima@rally-hokkaido.com

Route Coordinator  Mr NAKATA Shogo  nakata@rally-hokkaido.com

Secretary of the Event  Mr SUDO Norimitsu  sudo@rally-hokkaido.com

Chief Safety Officer  Mr YONEZAWA Akira  yonezawa@rally-hokkaido.com

Chief Scrutineer  Mr ISHIKAWA Kazuo  scrutineer@rally-hokkaido.com

Secretary  Mr TAKASHIMA Shingo  takashima@planning-for.co.jp

Accommodation  Ms NIINO Mieko  niino@planning-for.co.jp

Officials' Coordinator  Ms TABATA Mieko  tabata-m@planning-for.co.jp

PR Manager  Mr NAGATA Takeshi   nagata@planning-for.co.jp

2.4 Media contact details

National Media Officer: Rally Hokkaido Secretariat Tel:  +81-11-864-1101

 Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi 2nd Floor, Homei Building Fax:  +81-11-864-1182

 Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19 Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

International Media Officer: Shiroishih-ku Website:  www.rally-hokkaido.com

 Mr. AMANO Katsuhiko SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO

 JAPAN  003-0022

3 Programme and critical deadlines

Day / Time Contents

Wednesday 21 May 

1000hrs  Supplementary Regulations published

1000hrs  Opening date for entries

1000hrs Opening date for applications for media accreditation

 

Wednesday 18 June 

1000hrs  Publication of Rally Guide 2 

1800hrs  Deadline for ordering extra material or equipment

1800hrs  Closing date for entries

1800hrs  Deadline for registering for flexi-service

 

Wednesday 25 June 

1000hrs  Publication of Road Books and Route Map 

1800hrs Closing date for ordering pump fuel from the organisers

1800hrs  Closing date for co-driver details

1800hrs  Closing date for media accreditation applications

1800hrs Closing date for helicopter registration

 

Tuesday 1 July 

1000hrs  Seeded entry list published

1800hrs  Publication of Service Park layout and service bay 

 allocations

 

Sunday 6 July  

0900hrs  Service Park open for competitor bump-in, and delivery 

 of sea containers

 

Tuesday 8 July 

1300hrs  Rally Headquarters opens

1300 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

1300 - 1900hrs  Registration for reconnaissance, service vehicle 

 registration, collection of material for competitors, 

 administrative checks. 

 

Wednesday 9 July  

0900 - 2100hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0900 - 2100hrs  Registration for reconnaissance, service vehicle 

 registration, collection of material for competitors, 

 administrative checks.

1300 - 2100hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

1300hrs  Media Accreditation commences

1400hrs   Reconnaissance commences (APRC competitors only)

1800hrs  Scrutineering schedule posted

 

Thursday 10 July 

0700 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0700 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0700 - 1800hrs  Reconnaissance for all competitors

0900 - 1800hrs  Scrutineering, marking and sealing of components

Friday 11 July 

0600 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0600 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

From 0600hrs  Reconnaissance continues for Japanese Rally 

 Championship competitors

0900 - 1300hrs  Scrutineering, marking and sealing of components

1000 - 1200hrs Shakedown

1300hrs  First Stewards meeting

1400hrs  Pre-rally media conference

1430hrs Publication of Start List for Day 1

1430hrs  Competitors briefing  (Japanese RC crews only)

1730 - 1900hrs  Rally Show

From 1935hrs  Ceremonial Start

 

Saturday 12 July 

0530 - 2200hrs   Opening hours for Rally HQ

0530 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0600hrs  Start of Day 1

2200hrs  Publication of Start List for Day 2

 

Sunday 13 July 

0500 - 2000hrs   Opening hours for Rally HQ

0500 - 2300hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0530hrs  Start of Day 2

1700hrs  Finish Ceremony and APRC trophy presentation

1745hrs  Post event scrutiny

1800hrs  Final Media Conference

1930hrs  Posting of Japanese RC's provisional classifications

2000hrs  Posting of provisional classifications

2000hrs  Japanese RC Prize Presentation

2030hrs  Farewell Party

 

Monday 14 July  

0900 - 1200hrs  Opening hours of Rally HQ

0900 - 1200hrs  Opening hours of Media Centre

1000hrs  Issue of Results Books

1200hrs  Rally HQ and Media Centre close.

 

 

4  Entry Details

4.1  FIA Titles for which the rally counts FIA

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Championship for Drivers and Co-drivers

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Cup for Manufacturers

2008 FIA  Asia Cup

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Cup for Drivers, Co-drivers and Manufacturers of Group N 2WD normally aspirated 

2 Litre Cars

4.1.1 JAF titles for which the rally counts 

Japanese Rally Championship

4.2  Criteria for acceptance of entries 

Entrants, drivers and co-drivers of any nationality holding the appropriate international competition license may 

enter Rally Hokkaido as an APRC and Asia Cup competitor.  Overseas competition holders must hold an 

authority from their ASN or obtain its stamp on their entry form. 

The total number of entries, taking into account the APRC, Asia Cup and the Japanese National Championship 

event will be 90.  If more than 90 entries are received then the organisers will decide on which entries to accept.  

APRC registered competitors and Asia Cup resistered competitors will be guaranteed an entry.

4.3  List of entry fees (payment of entry fees) 

Asia-Pacific Championship and Asia Cup competitors

With the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY250,000

Without the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY350,000

Japanese Rally Championship competitors

With the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY230,000

Entry fees are payable only by bank transfer to:

Bank name:  Hokkaido Bank

Bank Branch:  Ryutsu Centre Mae

Account Name:  Planning For Co Ltd

Account Number:   0645356

Swift Code:  HKDBJPJT

4.4  Additional material

Additional material can be purchased from the rally secretariat as follows: 

Item  Price

Additonal service space (5 x 10m) JPY30,000

Auxiliary vehicle passes   JPY10,000

Service crew passes    JPY6,000

Guest credential passes  JPY10,000

Tickets to Farewell Dinner party  JPY6,000

Road Book    JPY7,000

Official Programme   JPY1,000

Map     JPY800

APRC and / or  Asia 

Cup resistered

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

8 

4 

2 

1 

6

10 x 20 m

Item

Accommodation 

Assistance APRC

(Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat) 

Accommodation

Assistance Japanese RC

(Fri, Sat)

Rally Guide 1

Supplementary Regulations

Rally Guide 2 

Road Books

Route Map

Official programme

Results Books 

Competitor credential passes

Service credential passes

Guest credential passes 

Service vehicle passes 

Auxiliary vehicle passes

Tickets to farewell dinner

Service Space

Other APRC or 

Asia Cup

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

8 

0 

2 

0 

4

10 x 5m

Japanese RC

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

0 

2 

0 

2 

10 x 5m

4.5  Entry packages 5  Service Park

5.1  Information about the Service Park

There will be one central service park located at the Kita Aikoku Community Square in the town of Aikoku, 

Obihiro.city.  The surface is a mixed of gravel and asphalt 

Bump-in to the service park will be from Sunday 6 July at 0900hrs. 

Competitors may bring their Auxiliary Vehicles into the service park, as long as they can park them within their 

designated area.  Otherwise these vehicles will have to be taken to the auxiliary parking area adjacent to the 

service park.  Two service vehicle plates will be issued per competitor.  Extra auxiliary plates can be ordered for 

JPY10,000.  

All crews competing in APRC and Japanese RC will be eligible for flexi-service.  To register for flexi-service, 

Section B.3 of the Entry Booklet (Appendix D) must be completed and returned to the Rally Secretariat by 

Monday 30 June.  

5.2  Facilities at the Service Park 

General facilities available at the service park are as follows: 

-  Public toilets

-  General lighting

-  Rubbish collection

-  Water taps for shared use

-  5 x 10m space per non-APRC and / or Asia Cup registered competitor.  If competitors have a special space 

requirement, additional space is available by JPY30,000 for each 5 x 10m with writing down your request on 

Equipment Order Form (App D) and Fax to Organiser before Wednesday 18 June.

The following facilities and services can be ordered for use in the Service Park.  An order form is included in the 

Entry Booklet in Appendix D, and on the www.rally-hokkaido.com website (Equipment Order Form).   Prices 

available on request.  

Booking Conditions

To guarantee delivery, all items must be ordered before Wednesday 18 June.  Goods ordered will be delivered 

to the service park on or before the stated 'start date' and collected on Monday 14 July.  Credit card details are 

required, regardless of method of payment, and will be used for payment if the items are not returned.

 Item  Description

 Portable toilets  Pump toilets, cleared regularly (Cleaning charge isn't included.)

 Extra large rubbish bins  1.8m x 1.8m x 1.3m (Disposal charge isn't included.)

 All weather tents   5.4m x 3.6m; walls can be ordered : JPY600 per metre.

 (without walls)

 Tables and chairs  Bench style table; 45cm wide.  Stackable, portable chairs.

 Generator  10kVA, 100V

 Generator  2kVA, 100V

 

There will be an additional fee for transport .  More details are available on request. 

6  Reconnaissance

6.1  Registration 

Date Time Location

Tuesday 8 July  1300-1900hrs Rally HQ

Wednesday 9 July  0900-2100hrs Rally HQ

Registration for reconnaissance will coincide with administrative checks.  A date and time for the administrative 

checks will be allocated to each team.   Competitors should complete the relevant section in the Entry Booklet in 

Appendix D, or on the website www.rally-hokkaido.com to nominate a time.  

Tyres used must be series production type designed primarily for tarmac use.  Use of competition tyres is 

forbidden. 

6.2 Reconnaissance Schedule

Reconnaissance must take place according to the following schedule.  A more detailed schedule will be 

published in the Supplementary Regulations and Rally Guide 2. 

Date Time Subject

Wednesday 9 July From 1400hrs  APRC competitors 

Thursday 10 July From 0700hrs  All competitors

Friday 11 July From 0600hrs   Japanese RC competitors

7  Shakedown

Shakedown is compulsory for all entrants registered in the APRC Championship and Asia Cup. The detail is as 

below;

Location Obihiro Special Stage (Run in reverse: subject to be approved by FIA)

Stage length  1.20km

Service  Kita Aikoku Service Park

Distance to Service Park Adjacent to the Service Park

Date and Time Friday 11 July 1000hrs - 1200hrs

8  Media

8.1  Contact details before the event

For media enquiries, please contact Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi. 

Rally Hokkaido Permanent Secretariat (Media)

National Media Officer: Mr KATO Kazuyoshi

International Media Officer:  Mr AMANO Katsuhiko 

Address: Homei Building  Tel: +81 (0) 11 864 1101

 Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19 Fax: +81 (0) 11 864 1182

 Shiroishi-ku, Sapporo Em: media@rally-hokkaido.com

 HOKKAIDO  003-0022 Web: www.rally-hokkaido.com

 JAPAN

8.2  Accreditation procedure / criteria and deadline

All media wishing to attend Rally Hokkaido are required to complete the Media Accreditation Form and send it 

along with required documents to the Rally Secretariat (Attention: Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi) by Wednesday 25 June 

2007 1800hrs.   Applications must be sent by post. The application form and the list of necessary documents will 

be posted on the official website www.rally-hokkaido.com 

Media applications must be received by Wednesday 25 June 2007 1800hrs.

9  Two-way radio

9.1  Application procedure 

The use of two-way radios is strictly controlled in Japan.  Those wishing to use two-way radio communication 

equipment should complete the relevant section of the Entry Booklet in Appendix D, with details of the 

frequency, model number and transmission output of the radio.  This must be returned to the Rally Secretariat at 

least three months prior to the rally.  Some two-way radios may not be used in Japan depending on frequency 

and transmitting output.

 

10  Fuel

10.1  Fuel / refuelling regulations

The use of FIA fuel is permitted.  Prior to the event, entrants are required to make their own arrangements for 
supply and transportation of FIA Fuel to Hokkaido, to the locations advised by the Organiser.  
Competitors who wish to use an approved FIA fuel are required to contact below: 

Mr Murray Brown 
Tel: +64 3355 6125 
Fax: +64 3355 6128 
Em: murray.brown@xtra.co.nz

Competitors who wish to use the pump fuel must order it through the Organisers using the Fuel Order form. The 
Fuel order fuel form will be available on the official website www.rally-hokkaido.com.  

No other fuel is available during the rally 

Organiser will refuel during the rally, no team needs to bring your refueling staff.

More information will be available in the Supplementary Regulations and in Rally Guide 2, or competitors can 

contact the organisers.

11  Hospitality arrangements

11.1 Contact details for person in charge of hospitality arrangements

For more information about arrangements for Corporate Hospitality, please contact: 

Mr TAKASHIMA Shingo

Tel:  +81 (0) 11 864 1101

Fax:  +81 (0) 11 864 1182

Em:  takashima@planning-for.co.jp

12  Helicopters

12.1  Registration procedure / information

All helicopters flying in support of the rally must be registered with the Organisers.  There will a standard 

protocol to control rally airspace and only registered aircraft will be permitted to fly in this space.  A helicopter 

registration fee will be charged.  A schedule of landing sites and GPS locations will be available, which will 

include the special stages and Service Park.  Attendance at the pilot's briefing is obligatory for all pilots. 

12.2  Contact details for national helicopter companies

Name Aero Asahi  Hokkaido Koku

Tel  +81 11 782 0603  +81 11 781 1247

Fax +81 11 783 5286  +81 11 780 2711

Contact  Mr Ozawa  Mr Hataguchi

Web www.aerosahi.co.jp  www.hokkaido-koku.co.jp

13  Import of vehicles and spare parts

13.1  National laws / customs clearance

As internal shipping and freight charges can be expensive, Rally Hokkaido organisers recommend that all sea 

freight be imported through the closest Port of Tomakomai.  Customs authorities there are familiar with customs 

procedures for overseas team competing at Rally Hokkaido.  Container transportation from Tomakomai to the 

service park takes about three hours.

The general principles of customs clearance are as follows: 

(1) FIA CARNET is required and mandatory for all overseas registered cars that are to be driven on the public 

roads in Japan i.e.  rally car, recce car, service van, other cars.   A carnet certification document will be provided by 

JAF via the Organisers, that serves as temporary compliance and this should be carried within the vehicle. Every 

automobile (including rally cars and every foreign registered vehicle) which is driven on public road in Japan has to 

be gotten Jibaiseki which is a compulsory insurance.

(2) ATA CARNET can be used for the following - for tools/parts/tyres (that are re-exported), and promotional items.  

All of the items imported under ATA Carnet are to re-exported after the rally. Even if it is temporary, the import of 

Contraband goods is prohibited.

(3) PRO FORMA INVOICE - please check with the Organisers or your freight agent on use of pro-forma invoices. 

You are required to submit the required documents when you get the special permits which are required for the 

importation of hazardous goods such as high pressure gas cylinders, and for medical supplies. You are also 

required to arrange the importation of the items by yourself.

 

It is recommended that anyone wishing to import vehicles and goods for Rally Hokkaido contact the official freight 

agent for Rally Hokkaido -

Name KURIBAYASHI & Co., Ltd. Tomakomai Branch

Address 13-16, Motonakano-cho, 2-chome, Tomakomai, 053-0005 Japan

Tel:  +81 (0)144-32-3511   

Fax:   +81 (0)144-36-6839

Contact  Mr Jungo KONO:  kouno@kurinet.co.jp

  Mr Katsuyuki KOBAYASHI: kat-kobayashi@kurinet.co.jp

13.2  Vehicle regulations 

Vehicles temporarily registered for Rally Hokkaido have to comply with the Road Vehicles Act and the Road Traffic 

Law and the provision of the JAF National Sporting Regulations for Vehicles (lighting devices, noise generated by 

the car, etc) except when Appendix J of the FIA International Sporting Code differs.  

For vehicles that are not already registered in Japan, two documents are required and must be carried in the 

vehicles and a third is recommended for competition vehicles:

(a) A translation of the Carnet, issued by JAF and distributed by the Organisers.  This document serves as a   

temporary vehicle compliance document.  For rally cars this is included in the entry fee, however for other  

vehicles a small processing fee will be charged.

(b) 'Jibaiseki'. It is a compulsory insurance. So, every automobile (including rally cars and every foreign registered  

vehicle) which is driven on public road in Japan has to be gotten it. A fee of approximately JPY8,000 will apply for 

other vehicles that are not registered in Japan. 

(c) Rally car insurance in Third party insurance.  This is recommended for rally cars and recce cars. The fee is   

approximately JPY20,000 depending on engine size.  

The Entry Booklet in Appendix D contains a section on importing vehicles.  Vehicle details are required for 

documents (b) and (c) above.

13.3 The condition for driving in Japan

International visitors should be aware that a valid Japanese license or International Driving Permit is required for 

driving on public roads.  International Driving Permits MUST be issued under the 1949 Geneva Traffic Convention 

and this will be stated on the front of the document.  Please contact the organisers if you are unable to obtain such 

a license.  

German, French, Swiss, Italian, Belgian and Taiwanese  driving license holders may request a translation of their 

license from JAF. The combination of this translation and your driving license is valid as an alternative to the 

'Geneva Convention' International Driving Permit. Except the above driving license holders will be required to 

switch your license to Japanese one (Gaimen Kirikae).

The detail of Gaimen Kirikae is on the website:

http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm

14  Hotel / accommodation reservation

14.1 Contact details for reservations or list of hotels

The organisers have negotiated favourable rates and made a block booking at the following hotels.   To make a 

booking, please return the Accommodation Booking Form that is included in Appendix D to the Rally Secretariat.   

Hotel accommodation for driver and codriver will be included in the competitors' entry fee.  Four nights 

(Wednesday 9 July - Saturday 12 July) for APRC and Asia cup competitors and two nights (Friday 11 July and 

Saturday 12 July) for Japanese Rally Championship competitors.   This will be a twin room in either one of the 

two official hotels described below.  In case of Route Inn Obihiro, it might be a single room.  The choice of hotel 

will be at the organisers' discretion.  For those who wish to share the room with their team members, Japanese-

style rooms are available (up to 5 people per room).  For three people in a Japanese style room, an extra 

JPY6,000 is payable.  For four or more people in the room, an extra JPY5,000 is payable per person per night 

for the extra people. 

Please include these rooms in your accommodation booking. 

Grand Vrio Hotel (former Hotel Grantia Tokachi)  

Makubetsu Yoda 384   Tel: +81(0)155-56-2121  Fax: +81(0)155-56-6011

Single  7,500 / Twin  13,000 / Japanese-style rooms: 3 people   18,000 / 4 or 5 people -  5,000 p.p

Breakfast is included, but if breakfast is not required, JPY500 is reduced from the mentioned rate. 

There is no charge for parking

Language: Japanese / English / Chinese

Spa Resort Hotel . Combination of western and Japanese style rooms.  Was Rally HQ in 2003.  Reused as HQ 

and media center in 2008. On the easter side of Obihiro, on a hill overlooking the city.  15 minutes drive from the 

central Obihiro. It takes Railway Station and restaurant area, and about 15 minutes. Most of the rooms in the 

hotel are Japanese style without bathroom, the organiser reccomends for you to book in Route Inn Hotel for 

western styles'.  

Route Inn Obihiro  

W3, S11, Obihiro   Tel: +81-(0)155-28-7200  

 

Single  6,800 

Breakfast is included, but if breakfast is not required, JPY500 is reduced from the mentioned rate. 

Parking JPY500

Language: Japanese only

A business hotel.  One of the newest hotels in Obihiro. Opposite the central Obihiro Railway Station 

There are many hotels in and around Obihiro and Otofuke.  To search on the internet, try Obihiro, Otofuke and 

Tokachigawa.  There are also websites that list hotels in Obihiro, for example http://www.obihiro-

yado.com/English/european.html.  If you are having difficulty in contacting the hotels, or would  like the 

organizers to assist with bookings, please don't hesitate to contact either the Competitor Support Managers or 

the Rally Secretariat.  

15  Advertising

There are no restrictions on alcohol or tobacco advertising on competing vehicles or team uniforms in Japan.  

Japanese-registered vehicles are not permitted to have any kind of windscreen band affixed to their 

windscreens.  Overseas-registered vehicles are permitted to have a band of maximum depth 10cm affixed to 

the upper portion of their front windscreens.  

16  Ceremonial Start

The procedures for the Rally Show and the Ceremonial Start will be available in the Supplementary Regulations 
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17  List of useful facts and services

17.1 Fast Facts

Airport:  Japan Airlines (JAL) provides freight from Haneda Airport (Tokyo) to Tokachi Obihiro Airport 4 

times a day, from Komaki Airport (Aichi) to TOA once a day, and from Kansai Airport (Osaka) 

to TOA once a day.   Travelling time from Tokachi Obihiro Airport to central Obihiro is 

approximately 25 minutes.  The transfer can be made by airport shuttle (JPY1,000 - to all 

major hotels and the train station), or taxi and rental cars are available. Keep baggage tags 

handy as these will be required on exit from the baggage collection area. 

Train:  Japan Railways (JR) Hokkaido provides limited express services between Sapporo and 

Obihiro approximately 2.20hrs), and between Chitose Airport and Obihiro (approximately 

2.10hrs).

Cash:  It is wise to expect to pay for most daily expenses in cash (JPY).  Hotels and large shops will 

accept international credit cards, but often smaller convenience stores, petrol stations, 

restaurants and some ATMs will only accept cash or Japanese credit cards. 

 

Currency:  The currency is Japanese Yen (JPY, or ' '), and it is a decimal system, with the largest note 

being JPY10,000, and the smallest coin being JPY1.  In January 2007, the exchange rate 

was 1 EUR = 157.20 JPY; 1 USD = 121.29 JPY; 1 AUD =93.67 JPY.  (See section below on 

Banks Credit Cards and Cash)

Currency exchange is only available from Monday to Friday in Obihiro.

Elevation:  Service Park:  40m

Average for Special Stages:  362m

Electricity:  100V at 50 cycles.  Plugs are twin parallel pin-type, the same as are used in the USA. 

Embassies and   For a complete list of embassies and consulates in Japan and Japanese missions abroad   

Consulates: see http://www.mofa.go.jp 

International   The international dialling codes vary depending on which phone company is being used.  It  

Dialling: should be listed in the 'Information for Guests' book in hotels, or on the internet for mobile   

  phones. 

Mobile phones:  GMS phones except 3G do not work in Japan.  There is more information about mobile 

phones in the Section that follows. 

Opening Hours:  Shops are open seven days a week, normally from 1000hrs until approximately 1900hrs, 

some stay open later.  Banks, government offices and the Post Office, however, work Monday 

to Friday. 

Population:  Japan:  125 million

Hokkaido:  5.68 million

Public Holidays:  None within two weeks of Rally Hokkaido 

Rainfall (July):  94.4mm (average)

Sunrise (July 11):  03:59hrs   (Source: http://www.njwa.jp/weather/)

Sunset (July 11):  19:06hrs   (Source: http://www.njwa.jp/weather/)
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Rally HQ and Media Centre

Service Park

     

Planning For Co Ltd
     

Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19

     Shiroishishi-ku

    SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO,  003-0022

      JAPAN

        Website:  www.rallyhokkaido.com

        Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

   Tel +81-(0)11- 864-1101 Fax +81-(0)11-864-1182

This document has no regulatory power, except if referred to specifically in the Supplementary Regulations or a 

Bulletin and therefore should be used as a guide only.  For regulations, please refer to the FIA Rally Championship 

General Prescriptions, the International Sporting Code, the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship Regulations, JAF 

National Sporting Regulations and the event Supplementary Regulations and any Bulletin that may be issued. 

ATTENTION!

There are some road rules in Japan that differ from international standards, but that will be 

strictly enforced.  In particular:

Road signs generally comply with the international system, with the exception of stop signs 

which are an inverted triangular shape (similar to 'Give Way' signs in other countries). 

All cars must stop at EVERY railway crossing and watch for trains, before proceeding. 

Don't exceed the speed limit which is 40km/h in built up areas, unless otherwise indicated, and 

60km/h elsewhere.  Speed limits on expressways are 70km/h or 80km/h depending on 

conditions. 

Also, international visitors should be aware that a valid Japanese license or International Driving 

Permit is required for driving on public roads.  International Driving Permits MUST be issued 

under the 1949 Geneva Traffic Convention and this will be stated on the front of the document.  

Please contact the organisers if you are unable to obtain such a license.  

German, French, Swiss, Italian, Belgian and Taiwanese driving license holders may request a 

translation of their license from JAF. The combination of this translation and your driving license 

is valid as an alternative to the 'Geneva Convention' International Driving Permit. Except the 

above driving license holders will be required to switch your license to Japanese one (Gaimen 

Kirikae).

The detail of Gaimen Kirikae is on the website:

http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm

See Appendix E:  Differences of Rules of the road.
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1 Introduction / Event overview

1.1 Introduction from the Chairman of the Organising Committee

The seventh Rally Hokkaido which is the fourth round of APRC combined with the sixth round of Japanese 

Rally Championship again takes place in Tokachi rigion in Hokkaido Island as well as the last 7 years.

This year it has become easier for the Organisers to find more exciting stages. The move of WRC Rally Japan 

to another region has taken away the pressure of avoiding overlapping of the limited number of stages of the 

two events held in the same area as it was till last year. 

For the reason, the itinerary has been more approprioate and attactive for the international rally championsip.

The HQ will move to Makubetsu town from the previous host town Otofuke. The main Service Park will be 

located in Kita Aikoku Community Square in Obihiro.

A short SS OBIHIRO will be established adjacent to the Service Park where the OBIHIRO Super Special 

Stage was run during Rally Japan 2006 and 2007. Spectators can walk around the Service Park when the SS 

isn't run without long distance transportation..

Like last year the Obihiro Race Course is again planned as the venue of Ceremonial Start.

The SINOTCAKI stage in Otofuke and RIKUBETSU stage in Rikubetsu, very much enjoyed by the spectators, 

are also involved in the itinerary.

The Rally Hokkaido is not only a motor sport enent, but also one of the regional festivals.

We look forward to seeing you at our event!

TABATA Kunihiro

Chairman, Organising Committee

1.2 Event overview 

The year 2008 will be the seventh year that Japan has been host to a round of the Asia-Pacific Rally 
Championship.  In 2004 it was run in conjunction with Rally Japan.  However, the two events have been run 
separately since 2005.  

In the middle of July the temperatures should be warm but not hot, and there is a likelihood of rain.  Its also the 
season in which Tokachi will have about 15 hours of daylight - starting at 0400hrs.  

The itinerary covers familiar ground in the Tokachi sub-prefecture, additionally established new Stage, OBIHIRO 
adjacent to the Service Park.  As in 2007, the spectator stage RIKUBETSU, will only be used on Day 1.  

The Rally HQ and Media Centre are located in Hotel Grand Vrio (formerly Hotel Grantia) in Makubetsu town. 
The hotel has been previously used as the official hotel of the Rally and also served as the venue of farewell 
parties for several years. The hotel was also used as the HQ of Rally Hokkaido till 2003 and has all the 
necessary media facilities like analogue lines and the Internet connection. Kita-Aikoku Service Park located 5 
km southwest from the HQ. It was used as the main Service Park of WRC Rally Japan until 2007 and has a 
gravel and asphalt mixed surface.

Past winners of the event are as follows:

2007 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1 Motor Image  Cody CROCKER Ben ATKINSON Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Rally Team   STi 

 2 MRF Tyres Katsuhiko TAGUCHI Mark STACEY Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      IX

 3 MRF Tyres Jussi VALIMAKI  Jarkko KALLIOLEPO Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

2006 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Rally Team   Toshihiro ARAI  Tony SIRCOMBE  Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Japan   STi 

 2  Team The Engine  Takuma KAMADA  Hakaru ICHINO  Subaru Impreza WRX    N4

      STi

 3  Les Walkden   Cody CROCKER  Ben ATKINSON  Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Rallying   STi 

2005 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  MRF Tyres  TAGUCHI Katsu  Mark STACEY  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VIII 

 2  MRF Tyres  Jussi VALIMAKI  Panu PLOSILA  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VIII 

 3  Repsol Advan   OHBA Seisuke  TAKAHASHI Hiroko  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

   Rally Team   VII

2004 Rally Japan (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Team Proton Pert   Karamjit SINGH  Allen OH (MAL)  Proton PERT   N4

   Malaysia (MAL) 

 2  Monster Sport  Chris ATKINSON  Ben ATKINSON   Suzuki Ignis   A6

   Australia  (AUS)  (AUS)

 3  Team Total  Geof ARGYLE (NZ) Steve SMITH (NZ) Mitsubishi Lancer Evo    N4

   Lubricants    VIII

2003 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Production  Toshihiro ARAI (J)  Tony SIRCOMBE (NZ)  Subaru Impreza   N4

   Rally Team 

 2  Racetech Seats  Geof ARGYLE (NZ)  Steve SMITH (NZ)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   A8

      VI 

 3  MRF Tyres  Armin KREMER (D)  Fred BERSSEN (D)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VII 

 

2002 Rally Hokkaido 

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Australia  Possum BOURNE   Mark STACEY (AUS)  Subaru Impreza   A8

    (NZ)

 2  Top Run  Marcos LIGATO  Ruben GARCIA (RA)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

    (RA)   VI 

 3  Advan PIAA Rally  NUTAHARA Fumio HAYASHI Satoshi (J)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo  N4

    (J)   VII 

1.3 Information about Tokachi, Japan 

Hokkaido is the northernmost island of Japan, and has a population of 5.6 million.  Comparing the population 
density to the main island of Honshu, while the average in Japan is 342 people per square km, Tokyo has 5629 
per square km and Hokkaido has 67 per square km, thus, it is relatively sparsely populated.  The island has 
vast areas of forest, mountains and agricultural land. 

It is located north of the Korean peninsula, though in latitude is similar to Rome and the south of Great Britain. It 
is affected by the south flowing current of the Pacific Ocean, however, which brings long and cold winters.  Also 
there is some effect from the summer typhoons, although this is usually only rainfall. 

In appearance the Tokachi countryside is similar to some of the northern States of the US, and some people 
have compared the Special stages with those in Wales.  It is relatively flat and agricultural.  A mountain range 
running north / south divides the island and another mountain range runs from the middle range to the west and 
these two ranges protect Tokachi from the weather.  The rally roads are in the flat Tokachi basin and some head 
into the foothills of the mountain ranges, but the route is not mountainous.  

Hokkaido has been relatively recently settled by the ethnic Japanese, who came up from the south 
approximately 200 years ago.  Local demographics followed a pattern set in other countries, where the local 
indigenous population declined.  The indigenous people are called Ainu and are believed to have come down 
the Kamchatka Peninsular from Siberia.  

Obihiro is a city with approximately 170,000 inhabitants.  It is a modern looking city and is well serviced with 
hotels and restaurants because it is a regional business centre.  There is a well laid-out and signposted (in 
English as well as Japanese) road system.  All roads are named from a central point according to their direction 
and distance from that point.  For example, the address of the popular Tokachi Beer restaurant is West 1, South 
9-6.   Otofuke is located on the opposite side of the Tokachi River to Obihiro.   It is a smaller town, but is well 
served by many of the major shopping chains.  

The local people are very enthusiastic about motor sport and the benefit of international events to the 
community.  They have proved themselves very willing to assist rally visitors who might be struggling to 
understand the language, or to make themselves understood. Makubetsu town is located on the north of 
Obihiro across the Satsunai river.

There are maps of Obihiro and of Otofuke in Appendix B.

2 Contact details

2.1  Permanent contact details email and internet addresses

 

Rally Hokkaido  Tel:  +81-11-864-1101

c/- Planning For Co Ltd  Fax:  +81-11-864-1182

2nd Floor, Homei Building  Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19  Website:  www.rally-hokkaido.com

Shiroishih-ku

SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO

JAPAN  003-0022

2.2 Location of Rally HQ and Service Park

The Rally HQ and Media Centre are located in Hotel Grand Vrio (formerly Hotel Grantia) in Makubetsu town. 

The hotel has been previously used as the official hotel of the Rally and also served as the venue of farewell 

parties for several years. The hotel was also used as the HQ of Rally Hokkaido till 2003 and has all the 

necessary media facilities like analogue lines and the Internet connection. 

Kita-Aikoku Service Park is located 5 km southwest from the HQ. It was used as the main Service Park of WRC 

Rally Japan until 2007 and has a gravel and asphalt mixed surface. The Service Park is renowned as one of the 

most spectator-friendly among WRC events, and a 1.2 km short Special Stage OBIHIRO scheduled to run twice 

on Day 2 is placed next to the area. The spectators can walk around the SP when the SS isn't run without long 

distance transportation. 

The general layout of the Kita Aikoku Servioe Park and the location of the town of Makubetsu in relation to 

Obihiro are shown in the maps in Appendix B.

2.3 List of key officials, their functions and e-mail addresses

Chairman, Organising Committee  Mr TABATA Kunihiro  tabata-p@rally-hokkaido.com

Clerk of Course  Mr MAKITA Ryuji  makita@rally-hokkaido.com

Deputy Clerk of Course  Mr Dmitry (Dima) Krivtsov  dima@rally-hokkaido.com

Route Coordinator  Mr NAKATA Shogo  nakata@rally-hokkaido.com

Secretary of the Event  Mr SUDO Norimitsu  sudo@rally-hokkaido.com

Chief Safety Officer  Mr YONEZAWA Akira  yonezawa@rally-hokkaido.com

Chief Scrutineer  Mr ISHIKAWA Kazuo  scrutineer@rally-hokkaido.com

Secretary  Mr TAKASHIMA Shingo  takashima@planning-for.co.jp

Accommodation  Ms NIINO Mieko  niino@planning-for.co.jp

Officials' Coordinator  Ms TABATA Mieko  tabata-m@planning-for.co.jp

PR Manager  Mr NAGATA Takeshi   nagata@planning-for.co.jp

2.4 Media contact details

National Media Officer: Rally Hokkaido Secretariat Tel:  +81-11-864-1101

 Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi 2nd Floor, Homei Building Fax:  +81-11-864-1182

 Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19 Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

International Media Officer: Shiroishih-ku Website:  www.rally-hokkaido.com

 Mr. AMANO Katsuhiko SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO

 JAPAN  003-0022

3 Programme and critical deadlines

Day / Time Contents

Wednesday 21 May 

1000hrs  Supplementary Regulations published

1000hrs  Opening date for entries

1000hrs Opening date for applications for media accreditation

 

Wednesday 18 June 

1000hrs  Publication of Rally Guide 2 

1800hrs  Deadline for ordering extra material or equipment

1800hrs  Closing date for entries

1800hrs  Deadline for registering for flexi-service

 

Wednesday 25 June 

1000hrs  Publication of Road Books and Route Map 

1800hrs Closing date for ordering pump fuel from the organisers

1800hrs  Closing date for co-driver details

1800hrs  Closing date for media accreditation applications

1800hrs Closing date for helicopter registration

 

Tuesday 1 July 

1000hrs  Seeded entry list published

1800hrs  Publication of Service Park layout and service bay 

 allocations

 

Sunday 6 July  

0900hrs  Service Park open for competitor bump-in, and delivery 

 of sea containers

 

Tuesday 8 July 

1300hrs  Rally Headquarters opens

1300 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

1300 - 1900hrs  Registration for reconnaissance, service vehicle 

 registration, collection of material for competitors, 

 administrative checks. 

 

Wednesday 9 July  

0900 - 2100hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0900 - 2100hrs  Registration for reconnaissance, service vehicle 

 registration, collection of material for competitors, 

 administrative checks.

1300 - 2100hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

1300hrs  Media Accreditation commences

1400hrs   Reconnaissance commences (APRC competitors only)

1800hrs  Scrutineering schedule posted

 

Thursday 10 July 

0700 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0700 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0700 - 1800hrs  Reconnaissance for all competitors

0900 - 1800hrs  Scrutineering, marking and sealing of components

Friday 11 July 

0600 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0600 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

From 0600hrs  Reconnaissance continues for Japanese Rally 

 Championship competitors

0900 - 1300hrs  Scrutineering, marking and sealing of components

1000 - 1200hrs Shakedown

1300hrs  First Stewards meeting

1400hrs  Pre-rally media conference

1430hrs Publication of Start List for Day 1

1430hrs  Competitors briefing  (Japanese RC crews only)

1730 - 1900hrs  Rally Show

From 1935hrs  Ceremonial Start

 

Saturday 12 July 

0530 - 2200hrs   Opening hours for Rally HQ

0530 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0600hrs  Start of Day 1

2200hrs  Publication of Start List for Day 2

 

Sunday 13 July 

0500 - 2000hrs   Opening hours for Rally HQ

0500 - 2300hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0530hrs  Start of Day 2

1700hrs  Finish Ceremony and APRC trophy presentation

1745hrs  Post event scrutiny

1800hrs  Final Media Conference

1930hrs  Posting of Japanese RC's provisional classifications

2000hrs  Posting of provisional classifications

2000hrs  Japanese RC Prize Presentation

2030hrs  Farewell Party

 

Monday 14 July  

0900 - 1200hrs  Opening hours of Rally HQ

0900 - 1200hrs  Opening hours of Media Centre

1000hrs  Issue of Results Books

1200hrs  Rally HQ and Media Centre close.

 

 

4  Entry Details

4.1  FIA Titles for which the rally counts FIA

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Championship for Drivers and Co-drivers

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Cup for Manufacturers

2008 FIA  Asia Cup

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Cup for Drivers, Co-drivers and Manufacturers of Group N 2WD normally aspirated 

2 Litre Cars

4.1.1 JAF titles for which the rally counts 

Japanese Rally Championship

4.2  Criteria for acceptance of entries 

Entrants, drivers and co-drivers of any nationality holding the appropriate international competition license may 

enter Rally Hokkaido as an APRC and Asia Cup competitor.  Overseas competition holders must hold an 

authority from their ASN or obtain its stamp on their entry form. 

The total number of entries, taking into account the APRC, Asia Cup and the Japanese National Championship 

event will be 90.  If more than 90 entries are received then the organisers will decide on which entries to accept.  

APRC registered competitors and Asia Cup resistered competitors will be guaranteed an entry.

4.3  List of entry fees (payment of entry fees) 

Asia-Pacific Championship and Asia Cup competitors

With the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY250,000

Without the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY350,000

Japanese Rally Championship competitors

With the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY230,000

Entry fees are payable only by bank transfer to:

Bank name:  Hokkaido Bank

Bank Branch:  Ryutsu Centre Mae

Account Name:  Planning For Co Ltd

Account Number:   0645356

Swift Code:  HKDBJPJT

4.4  Additional material

Additional material can be purchased from the rally secretariat as follows: 

Item  Price

Additonal service space (5 x 10m) JPY30,000

Auxiliary vehicle passes   JPY10,000

Service crew passes    JPY6,000

Guest credential passes  JPY10,000

Tickets to Farewell Dinner party  JPY6,000

Road Book    JPY7,000

Official Programme   JPY1,000

Map     JPY800

APRC and / or  Asia 

Cup resistered

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

8 

4 

2 

1 

6

10 x 20 m

Item

Accommodation 

Assistance APRC

(Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat) 

Accommodation

Assistance Japanese RC

(Fri, Sat)

Rally Guide 1

Supplementary Regulations

Rally Guide 2 

Road Books

Route Map

Official programme

Results Books 

Competitor credential passes

Service credential passes

Guest credential passes 

Service vehicle passes 

Auxiliary vehicle passes

Tickets to farewell dinner

Service Space

Other APRC or 

Asia Cup

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

8 

0 

2 

0 

4

10 x 5m

Japanese RC

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

0 

2 

0 

2 

10 x 5m

4.5  Entry packages 5  Service Park

5.1  Information about the Service Park

There will be one central service park located at the Kita Aikoku Community Square in the town of Aikoku, 

Obihiro.city.  The surface is a mixed of gravel and asphalt 

Bump-in to the service park will be from Sunday 6 July at 0900hrs. 

Competitors may bring their Auxiliary Vehicles into the service park, as long as they can park them within their 

designated area.  Otherwise these vehicles will have to be taken to the auxiliary parking area adjacent to the 

service park.  Two service vehicle plates will be issued per competitor.  Extra auxiliary plates can be ordered for 

JPY10,000.  

All crews competing in APRC and Japanese RC will be eligible for flexi-service.  To register for flexi-service, 

Section B.3 of the Entry Booklet (Appendix D) must be completed and returned to the Rally Secretariat by 

Monday 30 June.  

5.2  Facilities at the Service Park 

General facilities available at the service park are as follows: 

-  Public toilets

-  General lighting

-  Rubbish collection

-  Water taps for shared use

-  5 x 10m space per non-APRC and / or Asia Cup registered competitor.  If competitors have a special space 

requirement, additional space is available by JPY30,000 for each 5 x 10m with writing down your request on 

Equipment Order Form (App D) and Fax to Organiser before Wednesday 18 June.

The following facilities and services can be ordered for use in the Service Park.  An order form is included in the 

Entry Booklet in Appendix D, and on the www.rally-hokkaido.com website (Equipment Order Form).   Prices 

available on request.  

Booking Conditions

To guarantee delivery, all items must be ordered before Wednesday 18 June.  Goods ordered will be delivered 

to the service park on or before the stated 'start date' and collected on Monday 14 July.  Credit card details are 

required, regardless of method of payment, and will be used for payment if the items are not returned.

 Item  Description

 Portable toilets  Pump toilets, cleared regularly (Cleaning charge isn't included.)

 Extra large rubbish bins  1.8m x 1.8m x 1.3m (Disposal charge isn't included.)

 All weather tents   5.4m x 3.6m; walls can be ordered : JPY600 per metre.

 (without walls)

 Tables and chairs  Bench style table; 45cm wide.  Stackable, portable chairs.

 Generator  10kVA, 100V

 Generator  2kVA, 100V

 

There will be an additional fee for transport .  More details are available on request. 

6  Reconnaissance

6.1  Registration 

Date Time Location

Tuesday 8 July  1300-1900hrs Rally HQ

Wednesday 9 July  0900-2100hrs Rally HQ

Registration for reconnaissance will coincide with administrative checks.  A date and time for the administrative 

checks will be allocated to each team.   Competitors should complete the relevant section in the Entry Booklet in 

Appendix D, or on the website www.rally-hokkaido.com to nominate a time.  

Tyres used must be series production type designed primarily for tarmac use.  Use of competition tyres is 

forbidden. 

6.2 Reconnaissance Schedule

Reconnaissance must take place according to the following schedule.  A more detailed schedule will be 

published in the Supplementary Regulations and Rally Guide 2. 

Date Time Subject

Wednesday 9 July From 1400hrs  APRC competitors 

Thursday 10 July From 0700hrs  All competitors

Friday 11 July From 0600hrs   Japanese RC competitors

7  Shakedown

Shakedown is compulsory for all entrants registered in the APRC Championship and Asia Cup. The detail is as 

below;

Location Obihiro Special Stage (Run in reverse: subject to be approved by FIA)

Stage length  1.20km

Service  Kita Aikoku Service Park

Distance to Service Park Adjacent to the Service Park

Date and Time Friday 11 July 1000hrs - 1200hrs

8  Media

8.1  Contact details before the event

For media enquiries, please contact Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi. 

Rally Hokkaido Permanent Secretariat (Media)

National Media Officer: Mr KATO Kazuyoshi

International Media Officer:  Mr AMANO Katsuhiko 

Address: Homei Building  Tel: +81 (0) 11 864 1101

 Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19 Fax: +81 (0) 11 864 1182

 Shiroishi-ku, Sapporo Em: media@rally-hokkaido.com

 HOKKAIDO  003-0022 Web: www.rally-hokkaido.com

 JAPAN

8.2  Accreditation procedure / criteria and deadline

All media wishing to attend Rally Hokkaido are required to complete the Media Accreditation Form and send it 

along with required documents to the Rally Secretariat (Attention: Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi) by Wednesday 25 June 

2007 1800hrs.   Applications must be sent by post. The application form and the list of necessary documents will 

be posted on the official website www.rally-hokkaido.com 

Media applications must be received by Wednesday 25 June 2007 1800hrs.

9  Two-way radio

9.1  Application procedure 

The use of two-way radios is strictly controlled in Japan.  Those wishing to use two-way radio communication 

equipment should complete the relevant section of the Entry Booklet in Appendix D, with details of the 

frequency, model number and transmission output of the radio.  This must be returned to the Rally Secretariat at 

least three months prior to the rally.  Some two-way radios may not be used in Japan depending on frequency 

and transmitting output.

 

10  Fuel

10.1  Fuel / refuelling regulations

The use of FIA fuel is permitted.  Prior to the event, entrants are required to make their own arrangements for 
supply and transportation of FIA Fuel to Hokkaido, to the locations advised by the Organiser.  
Competitors who wish to use an approved FIA fuel are required to contact below: 

Mr Murray Brown 
Tel: +64 3355 6125 
Fax: +64 3355 6128 
Em: murray.brown@xtra.co.nz

Competitors who wish to use the pump fuel must order it through the Organisers using the Fuel Order form. The 
Fuel order fuel form will be available on the official website www.rally-hokkaido.com.  

No other fuel is available during the rally 

Organiser will refuel during the rally, no team needs to bring your refueling staff.

More information will be available in the Supplementary Regulations and in Rally Guide 2, or competitors can 

contact the organisers.

11  Hospitality arrangements

11.1 Contact details for person in charge of hospitality arrangements

For more information about arrangements for Corporate Hospitality, please contact: 

Mr TAKASHIMA Shingo

Tel:  +81 (0) 11 864 1101

Fax:  +81 (0) 11 864 1182

Em:  takashima@planning-for.co.jp

12  Helicopters

12.1  Registration procedure / information

All helicopters flying in support of the rally must be registered with the Organisers.  There will a standard 

protocol to control rally airspace and only registered aircraft will be permitted to fly in this space.  A helicopter 

registration fee will be charged.  A schedule of landing sites and GPS locations will be available, which will 

include the special stages and Service Park.  Attendance at the pilot's briefing is obligatory for all pilots. 

12.2  Contact details for national helicopter companies

Name Aero Asahi  Hokkaido Koku

Tel  +81 11 782 0603  +81 11 781 1247

Fax +81 11 783 5286  +81 11 780 2711

Contact  Mr Ozawa  Mr Hataguchi

Web www.aerosahi.co.jp  www.hokkaido-koku.co.jp

13  Import of vehicles and spare parts

13.1  National laws / customs clearance

As internal shipping and freight charges can be expensive, Rally Hokkaido organisers recommend that all sea 

freight be imported through the closest Port of Tomakomai.  Customs authorities there are familiar with customs 

procedures for overseas team competing at Rally Hokkaido.  Container transportation from Tomakomai to the 

service park takes about three hours.

The general principles of customs clearance are as follows: 

(1) FIA CARNET is required and mandatory for all overseas registered cars that are to be driven on the public 

roads in Japan i.e.  rally car, recce car, service van, other cars.   A carnet certification document will be provided by 

JAF via the Organisers, that serves as temporary compliance and this should be carried within the vehicle. Every 

automobile (including rally cars and every foreign registered vehicle) which is driven on public road in Japan has to 

be gotten Jibaiseki which is a compulsory insurance.

(2) ATA CARNET can be used for the following - for tools/parts/tyres (that are re-exported), and promotional items.  

All of the items imported under ATA Carnet are to re-exported after the rally. Even if it is temporary, the import of 

Contraband goods is prohibited.

(3) PRO FORMA INVOICE - please check with the Organisers or your freight agent on use of pro-forma invoices. 

You are required to submit the required documents when you get the special permits which are required for the 

importation of hazardous goods such as high pressure gas cylinders, and for medical supplies. You are also 

required to arrange the importation of the items by yourself.

 

It is recommended that anyone wishing to import vehicles and goods for Rally Hokkaido contact the official freight 

agent for Rally Hokkaido -

Name KURIBAYASHI & Co., Ltd. Tomakomai Branch

Address 13-16, Motonakano-cho, 2-chome, Tomakomai, 053-0005 Japan

Tel:  +81 (0)144-32-3511   

Fax:   +81 (0)144-36-6839

Contact  Mr Jungo KONO:  kouno@kurinet.co.jp

  Mr Katsuyuki KOBAYASHI: kat-kobayashi@kurinet.co.jp

13.2  Vehicle regulations 

Vehicles temporarily registered for Rally Hokkaido have to comply with the Road Vehicles Act and the Road Traffic 

Law and the provision of the JAF National Sporting Regulations for Vehicles (lighting devices, noise generated by 

the car, etc) except when Appendix J of the FIA International Sporting Code differs.  

For vehicles that are not already registered in Japan, two documents are required and must be carried in the 

vehicles and a third is recommended for competition vehicles:

(a) A translation of the Carnet, issued by JAF and distributed by the Organisers.  This document serves as a   

temporary vehicle compliance document.  For rally cars this is included in the entry fee, however for other  

vehicles a small processing fee will be charged.

(b) 'Jibaiseki'. It is a compulsory insurance. So, every automobile (including rally cars and every foreign registered  

vehicle) which is driven on public road in Japan has to be gotten it. A fee of approximately JPY8,000 will apply for 

other vehicles that are not registered in Japan. 

(c) Rally car insurance in Third party insurance.  This is recommended for rally cars and recce cars. The fee is   

approximately JPY20,000 depending on engine size.  

The Entry Booklet in Appendix D contains a section on importing vehicles.  Vehicle details are required for 

documents (b) and (c) above.

13.3 The condition for driving in Japan

International visitors should be aware that a valid Japanese license or International Driving Permit is required for 

driving on public roads.  International Driving Permits MUST be issued under the 1949 Geneva Traffic Convention 

and this will be stated on the front of the document.  Please contact the organisers if you are unable to obtain such 

a license.  

German, French, Swiss, Italian, Belgian and Taiwanese  driving license holders may request a translation of their 

license from JAF. The combination of this translation and your driving license is valid as an alternative to the 

'Geneva Convention' International Driving Permit. Except the above driving license holders will be required to 

switch your license to Japanese one (Gaimen Kirikae).

The detail of Gaimen Kirikae is on the website:

http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm

14  Hotel / accommodation reservation

14.1 Contact details for reservations or list of hotels

The organisers have negotiated favourable rates and made a block booking at the following hotels.   To make a 

booking, please return the Accommodation Booking Form that is included in Appendix D to the Rally Secretariat.   

Hotel accommodation for driver and codriver will be included in the competitors' entry fee.  Four nights 

(Wednesday 9 July - Saturday 12 July) for APRC and Asia cup competitors and two nights (Friday 11 July and 

Saturday 12 July) for Japanese Rally Championship competitors.   This will be a twin room in either one of the 

two official hotels described below.  In case of Route Inn Obihiro, it might be a single room.  The choice of hotel 

will be at the organisers' discretion.  For those who wish to share the room with their team members, Japanese-

style rooms are available (up to 5 people per room).  For three people in a Japanese style room, an extra 

JPY6,000 is payable.  For four or more people in the room, an extra JPY5,000 is payable per person per night 

for the extra people. 

Please include these rooms in your accommodation booking. 

Grand Vrio Hotel (former Hotel Grantia Tokachi)  

Makubetsu Yoda 384   Tel: +81(0)155-56-2121  Fax: +81(0)155-56-6011

Single  7,500 / Twin  13,000 / Japanese-style rooms: 3 people   18,000 / 4 or 5 people -  5,000 p.p

Breakfast is included, but if breakfast is not required, JPY500 is reduced from the mentioned rate. 

There is no charge for parking

Language: Japanese / English / Chinese

Spa Resort Hotel . Combination of western and Japanese style rooms.  Was Rally HQ in 2003.  Reused as HQ 

and media center in 2008. On the easter side of Obihiro, on a hill overlooking the city.  15 minutes drive from the 

central Obihiro. It takes Railway Station and restaurant area, and about 15 minutes. Most of the rooms in the 

hotel are Japanese style without bathroom, the organiser reccomends for you to book in Route Inn Hotel for 

western styles'.  

Route Inn Obihiro  

W3, S11, Obihiro   Tel: +81-(0)155-28-7200  

 

Single  6,800 

Breakfast is included, but if breakfast is not required, JPY500 is reduced from the mentioned rate. 

Parking JPY500

Language: Japanese only

A business hotel.  One of the newest hotels in Obihiro. Opposite the central Obihiro Railway Station 

There are many hotels in and around Obihiro and Otofuke.  To search on the internet, try Obihiro, Otofuke and 

Tokachigawa.  There are also websites that list hotels in Obihiro, for example http://www.obihiro-

yado.com/English/european.html.  If you are having difficulty in contacting the hotels, or would  like the 

organizers to assist with bookings, please don't hesitate to contact either the Competitor Support Managers or 

the Rally Secretariat.  

15  Advertising

There are no restrictions on alcohol or tobacco advertising on competing vehicles or team uniforms in Japan.  

Japanese-registered vehicles are not permitted to have any kind of windscreen band affixed to their 

windscreens.  Overseas-registered vehicles are permitted to have a band of maximum depth 10cm affixed to 

the upper portion of their front windscreens.  

16  Ceremonial Start

The procedures for the Rally Show and the Ceremonial Start will be available in the Supplementary Regulations 
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17  List of useful facts and services

17.1 Fast Facts

Airport:  Japan Airlines (JAL) provides freight from Haneda Airport (Tokyo) to Tokachi Obihiro Airport 4 

times a day, from Komaki Airport (Aichi) to TOA once a day, and from Kansai Airport (Osaka) 

to TOA once a day.   Travelling time from Tokachi Obihiro Airport to central Obihiro is 

approximately 25 minutes.  The transfer can be made by airport shuttle (JPY1,000 - to all 

major hotels and the train station), or taxi and rental cars are available. Keep baggage tags 

handy as these will be required on exit from the baggage collection area. 

Train:  Japan Railways (JR) Hokkaido provides limited express services between Sapporo and 

Obihiro approximately 2.20hrs), and between Chitose Airport and Obihiro (approximately 

2.10hrs).

Cash:  It is wise to expect to pay for most daily expenses in cash (JPY).  Hotels and large shops will 

accept international credit cards, but often smaller convenience stores, petrol stations, 

restaurants and some ATMs will only accept cash or Japanese credit cards. 

 

Currency:  The currency is Japanese Yen (JPY, or ' '), and it is a decimal system, with the largest note 

being JPY10,000, and the smallest coin being JPY1.  In January 2007, the exchange rate 

was 1 EUR = 157.20 JPY; 1 USD = 121.29 JPY; 1 AUD =93.67 JPY.  (See section below on 

Banks Credit Cards and Cash)

Currency exchange is only available from Monday to Friday in Obihiro.

Elevation:  Service Park:  40m

Average for Special Stages:  362m

Electricity:  100V at 50 cycles.  Plugs are twin parallel pin-type, the same as are used in the USA. 

Embassies and   For a complete list of embassies and consulates in Japan and Japanese missions abroad   

Consulates: see http://www.mofa.go.jp 

International   The international dialling codes vary depending on which phone company is being used.  It  

Dialling: should be listed in the 'Information for Guests' book in hotels, or on the internet for mobile   

  phones. 

Mobile phones:  GMS phones except 3G do not work in Japan.  There is more information about mobile 

phones in the Section that follows. 

Opening Hours:  Shops are open seven days a week, normally from 1000hrs until approximately 1900hrs, 

some stay open later.  Banks, government offices and the Post Office, however, work Monday 

to Friday. 

Population:  Japan:  125 million

Hokkaido:  5.68 million

Public Holidays:  None within two weeks of Rally Hokkaido 

Rainfall (July):  94.4mm (average)

Sunrise (July 11):  03:59hrs   (Source: http://www.njwa.jp/weather/)

Sunset (July 11):  19:06hrs   (Source: http://www.njwa.jp/weather/)
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Rally HQ and Media Centre

Service Park

     

Planning For Co Ltd
     

Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19

     Shiroishishi-ku

    SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO,  003-0022

      JAPAN

        Website:  www.rallyhokkaido.com

        Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

   Tel +81-(0)11- 864-1101 Fax +81-(0)11-864-1182

This document has no regulatory power, except if referred to specifically in the Supplementary Regulations or a 

Bulletin and therefore should be used as a guide only.  For regulations, please refer to the FIA Rally Championship 

General Prescriptions, the International Sporting Code, the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship Regulations, JAF 

National Sporting Regulations and the event Supplementary Regulations and any Bulletin that may be issued. 

ATTENTION!

There are some road rules in Japan that differ from international standards, but that will be 

strictly enforced.  In particular:

Road signs generally comply with the international system, with the exception of stop signs 

which are an inverted triangular shape (similar to 'Give Way' signs in other countries). 

All cars must stop at EVERY railway crossing and watch for trains, before proceeding. 

Don't exceed the speed limit which is 40km/h in built up areas, unless otherwise indicated, and 

60km/h elsewhere.  Speed limits on expressways are 70km/h or 80km/h depending on 

conditions. 

Also, international visitors should be aware that a valid Japanese license or International Driving 

Permit is required for driving on public roads.  International Driving Permits MUST be issued 

under the 1949 Geneva Traffic Convention and this will be stated on the front of the document.  

Please contact the organisers if you are unable to obtain such a license.  

German, French, Swiss, Italian, Belgian and Taiwanese driving license holders may request a 

translation of their license from JAF. The combination of this translation and your driving license 

is valid as an alternative to the 'Geneva Convention' International Driving Permit. Except the 

above driving license holders will be required to switch your license to Japanese one (Gaimen 

Kirikae).

The detail of Gaimen Kirikae is on the website:

http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm

See Appendix E:  Differences of Rules of the road.
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1 Introduction / Event overview

1.1 Introduction from the Chairman of the Organising Committee

The seventh Rally Hokkaido which is the fourth round of APRC combined with the sixth round of Japanese 

Rally Championship again takes place in Tokachi rigion in Hokkaido Island as well as the last 7 years.

This year it has become easier for the Organisers to find more exciting stages. The move of WRC Rally Japan 

to another region has taken away the pressure of avoiding overlapping of the limited number of stages of the 

two events held in the same area as it was till last year. 

For the reason, the itinerary has been more approprioate and attactive for the international rally championsip.

The HQ will move to Makubetsu town from the previous host town Otofuke. The main Service Park will be 

located in Kita Aikoku Community Square in Obihiro.

A short SS OBIHIRO will be established adjacent to the Service Park where the OBIHIRO Super Special 

Stage was run during Rally Japan 2006 and 2007. Spectators can walk around the Service Park when the SS 

isn't run without long distance transportation..

Like last year the Obihiro Race Course is again planned as the venue of Ceremonial Start.

The SINOTCAKI stage in Otofuke and RIKUBETSU stage in Rikubetsu, very much enjoyed by the spectators, 

are also involved in the itinerary.

The Rally Hokkaido is not only a motor sport enent, but also one of the regional festivals.

We look forward to seeing you at our event!

TABATA Kunihiro

Chairman, Organising Committee

1.2 Event overview 

The year 2008 will be the seventh year that Japan has been host to a round of the Asia-Pacific Rally 
Championship.  In 2004 it was run in conjunction with Rally Japan.  However, the two events have been run 
separately since 2005.  

In the middle of July the temperatures should be warm but not hot, and there is a likelihood of rain.  Its also the 
season in which Tokachi will have about 15 hours of daylight - starting at 0400hrs.  

The itinerary covers familiar ground in the Tokachi sub-prefecture, additionally established new Stage, OBIHIRO 
adjacent to the Service Park.  As in 2007, the spectator stage RIKUBETSU, will only be used on Day 1.  

The Rally HQ and Media Centre are located in Hotel Grand Vrio (formerly Hotel Grantia) in Makubetsu town. 
The hotel has been previously used as the official hotel of the Rally and also served as the venue of farewell 
parties for several years. The hotel was also used as the HQ of Rally Hokkaido till 2003 and has all the 
necessary media facilities like analogue lines and the Internet connection. Kita-Aikoku Service Park located 5 
km southwest from the HQ. It was used as the main Service Park of WRC Rally Japan until 2007 and has a 
gravel and asphalt mixed surface.

Past winners of the event are as follows:

2007 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1 Motor Image  Cody CROCKER Ben ATKINSON Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Rally Team   STi 

 2 MRF Tyres Katsuhiko TAGUCHI Mark STACEY Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      IX

 3 MRF Tyres Jussi VALIMAKI  Jarkko KALLIOLEPO Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

2006 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Rally Team   Toshihiro ARAI  Tony SIRCOMBE  Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Japan   STi 

 2  Team The Engine  Takuma KAMADA  Hakaru ICHINO  Subaru Impreza WRX    N4

      STi

 3  Les Walkden   Cody CROCKER  Ben ATKINSON  Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Rallying   STi 

2005 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  MRF Tyres  TAGUCHI Katsu  Mark STACEY  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VIII 

 2  MRF Tyres  Jussi VALIMAKI  Panu PLOSILA  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VIII 

 3  Repsol Advan   OHBA Seisuke  TAKAHASHI Hiroko  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

   Rally Team   VII

2004 Rally Japan (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Team Proton Pert   Karamjit SINGH  Allen OH (MAL)  Proton PERT   N4

   Malaysia (MAL) 

 2  Monster Sport  Chris ATKINSON  Ben ATKINSON   Suzuki Ignis   A6

   Australia  (AUS)  (AUS)

 3  Team Total  Geof ARGYLE (NZ) Steve SMITH (NZ) Mitsubishi Lancer Evo    N4

   Lubricants    VIII

2003 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Production  Toshihiro ARAI (J)  Tony SIRCOMBE (NZ)  Subaru Impreza   N4

   Rally Team 

 2  Racetech Seats  Geof ARGYLE (NZ)  Steve SMITH (NZ)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   A8

      VI 

 3  MRF Tyres  Armin KREMER (D)  Fred BERSSEN (D)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VII 

 

2002 Rally Hokkaido 

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Australia  Possum BOURNE   Mark STACEY (AUS)  Subaru Impreza   A8

    (NZ)

 2  Top Run  Marcos LIGATO  Ruben GARCIA (RA)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

    (RA)   VI 

 3  Advan PIAA Rally  NUTAHARA Fumio HAYASHI Satoshi (J)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo  N4

    (J)   VII 

1.3 Information about Tokachi, Japan 

Hokkaido is the northernmost island of Japan, and has a population of 5.6 million.  Comparing the population 
density to the main island of Honshu, while the average in Japan is 342 people per square km, Tokyo has 5629 
per square km and Hokkaido has 67 per square km, thus, it is relatively sparsely populated.  The island has 
vast areas of forest, mountains and agricultural land. 

It is located north of the Korean peninsula, though in latitude is similar to Rome and the south of Great Britain. It 
is affected by the south flowing current of the Pacific Ocean, however, which brings long and cold winters.  Also 
there is some effect from the summer typhoons, although this is usually only rainfall. 

In appearance the Tokachi countryside is similar to some of the northern States of the US, and some people 
have compared the Special stages with those in Wales.  It is relatively flat and agricultural.  A mountain range 
running north / south divides the island and another mountain range runs from the middle range to the west and 
these two ranges protect Tokachi from the weather.  The rally roads are in the flat Tokachi basin and some head 
into the foothills of the mountain ranges, but the route is not mountainous.  

Hokkaido has been relatively recently settled by the ethnic Japanese, who came up from the south 
approximately 200 years ago.  Local demographics followed a pattern set in other countries, where the local 
indigenous population declined.  The indigenous people are called Ainu and are believed to have come down 
the Kamchatka Peninsular from Siberia.  

Obihiro is a city with approximately 170,000 inhabitants.  It is a modern looking city and is well serviced with 
hotels and restaurants because it is a regional business centre.  There is a well laid-out and signposted (in 
English as well as Japanese) road system.  All roads are named from a central point according to their direction 
and distance from that point.  For example, the address of the popular Tokachi Beer restaurant is West 1, South 
9-6.   Otofuke is located on the opposite side of the Tokachi River to Obihiro.   It is a smaller town, but is well 
served by many of the major shopping chains.  

The local people are very enthusiastic about motor sport and the benefit of international events to the 
community.  They have proved themselves very willing to assist rally visitors who might be struggling to 
understand the language, or to make themselves understood. Makubetsu town is located on the north of 
Obihiro across the Satsunai river.

There are maps of Obihiro and of Otofuke in Appendix B.

2 Contact details

2.1  Permanent contact details email and internet addresses

 

Rally Hokkaido  Tel:  +81-11-864-1101

c/- Planning For Co Ltd  Fax:  +81-11-864-1182

2nd Floor, Homei Building  Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19  Website:  www.rally-hokkaido.com

Shiroishih-ku

SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO

JAPAN  003-0022

2.2 Location of Rally HQ and Service Park

The Rally HQ and Media Centre are located in Hotel Grand Vrio (formerly Hotel Grantia) in Makubetsu town. 

The hotel has been previously used as the official hotel of the Rally and also served as the venue of farewell 

parties for several years. The hotel was also used as the HQ of Rally Hokkaido till 2003 and has all the 

necessary media facilities like analogue lines and the Internet connection. 

Kita-Aikoku Service Park is located 5 km southwest from the HQ. It was used as the main Service Park of WRC 

Rally Japan until 2007 and has a gravel and asphalt mixed surface. The Service Park is renowned as one of the 

most spectator-friendly among WRC events, and a 1.2 km short Special Stage OBIHIRO scheduled to run twice 

on Day 2 is placed next to the area. The spectators can walk around the SP when the SS isn't run without long 

distance transportation. 

The general layout of the Kita Aikoku Servioe Park and the location of the town of Makubetsu in relation to 

Obihiro are shown in the maps in Appendix B.

2.3 List of key officials, their functions and e-mail addresses

Chairman, Organising Committee  Mr TABATA Kunihiro  tabata-p@rally-hokkaido.com

Clerk of Course  Mr MAKITA Ryuji  makita@rally-hokkaido.com

Deputy Clerk of Course  Mr Dmitry (Dima) Krivtsov  dima@rally-hokkaido.com

Route Coordinator  Mr NAKATA Shogo  nakata@rally-hokkaido.com

Secretary of the Event  Mr SUDO Norimitsu  sudo@rally-hokkaido.com

Chief Safety Officer  Mr YONEZAWA Akira  yonezawa@rally-hokkaido.com

Chief Scrutineer  Mr ISHIKAWA Kazuo  scrutineer@rally-hokkaido.com

Secretary  Mr TAKASHIMA Shingo  takashima@planning-for.co.jp

Accommodation  Ms NIINO Mieko  niino@planning-for.co.jp

Officials' Coordinator  Ms TABATA Mieko  tabata-m@planning-for.co.jp

PR Manager  Mr NAGATA Takeshi   nagata@planning-for.co.jp

2.4 Media contact details

National Media Officer: Rally Hokkaido Secretariat Tel:  +81-11-864-1101

 Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi 2nd Floor, Homei Building Fax:  +81-11-864-1182

 Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19 Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

International Media Officer: Shiroishih-ku Website:  www.rally-hokkaido.com

 Mr. AMANO Katsuhiko SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO

 JAPAN  003-0022

3 Programme and critical deadlines

Day / Time Contents

Wednesday 21 May 

1000hrs  Supplementary Regulations published

1000hrs  Opening date for entries

1000hrs Opening date for applications for media accreditation

 

Wednesday 18 June 

1000hrs  Publication of Rally Guide 2 

1800hrs  Deadline for ordering extra material or equipment

1800hrs  Closing date for entries

1800hrs  Deadline for registering for flexi-service

 

Wednesday 25 June 

1000hrs  Publication of Road Books and Route Map 

1800hrs Closing date for ordering pump fuel from the organisers

1800hrs  Closing date for co-driver details

1800hrs  Closing date for media accreditation applications

1800hrs Closing date for helicopter registration

 

Tuesday 1 July 

1000hrs  Seeded entry list published

1800hrs  Publication of Service Park layout and service bay 

 allocations

 

Sunday 6 July  

0900hrs  Service Park open for competitor bump-in, and delivery 

 of sea containers

 

Tuesday 8 July 

1300hrs  Rally Headquarters opens

1300 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

1300 - 1900hrs  Registration for reconnaissance, service vehicle 

 registration, collection of material for competitors, 

 administrative checks. 

 

Wednesday 9 July  

0900 - 2100hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0900 - 2100hrs  Registration for reconnaissance, service vehicle 

 registration, collection of material for competitors, 

 administrative checks.

1300 - 2100hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

1300hrs  Media Accreditation commences

1400hrs   Reconnaissance commences (APRC competitors only)

1800hrs  Scrutineering schedule posted

 

Thursday 10 July 

0700 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0700 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0700 - 1800hrs  Reconnaissance for all competitors

0900 - 1800hrs  Scrutineering, marking and sealing of components

Friday 11 July 

0600 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0600 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

From 0600hrs  Reconnaissance continues for Japanese Rally 

 Championship competitors

0900 - 1300hrs  Scrutineering, marking and sealing of components

1000 - 1200hrs Shakedown

1300hrs  First Stewards meeting

1400hrs  Pre-rally media conference

1430hrs Publication of Start List for Day 1

1430hrs  Competitors briefing  (Japanese RC crews only)

1730 - 1900hrs  Rally Show

From 1935hrs  Ceremonial Start

 

Saturday 12 July 

0530 - 2200hrs   Opening hours for Rally HQ

0530 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0600hrs  Start of Day 1

2200hrs  Publication of Start List for Day 2

 

Sunday 13 July 

0500 - 2000hrs   Opening hours for Rally HQ

0500 - 2300hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0530hrs  Start of Day 2

1700hrs  Finish Ceremony and APRC trophy presentation

1745hrs  Post event scrutiny

1800hrs  Final Media Conference

1930hrs  Posting of Japanese RC's provisional classifications

2000hrs  Posting of provisional classifications

2000hrs  Japanese RC Prize Presentation

2030hrs  Farewell Party

 

Monday 14 July  

0900 - 1200hrs  Opening hours of Rally HQ

0900 - 1200hrs  Opening hours of Media Centre

1000hrs  Issue of Results Books

1200hrs  Rally HQ and Media Centre close.

 

 

4  Entry Details

4.1  FIA Titles for which the rally counts FIA

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Championship for Drivers and Co-drivers

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Cup for Manufacturers

2008 FIA  Asia Cup

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Cup for Drivers, Co-drivers and Manufacturers of Group N 2WD normally aspirated 

2 Litre Cars

4.1.1 JAF titles for which the rally counts 

Japanese Rally Championship

4.2  Criteria for acceptance of entries 

Entrants, drivers and co-drivers of any nationality holding the appropriate international competition license may 

enter Rally Hokkaido as an APRC and Asia Cup competitor.  Overseas competition holders must hold an 

authority from their ASN or obtain its stamp on their entry form. 

The total number of entries, taking into account the APRC, Asia Cup and the Japanese National Championship 

event will be 90.  If more than 90 entries are received then the organisers will decide on which entries to accept.  

APRC registered competitors and Asia Cup resistered competitors will be guaranteed an entry.

4.3  List of entry fees (payment of entry fees) 

Asia-Pacific Championship and Asia Cup competitors

With the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY250,000

Without the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY350,000

Japanese Rally Championship competitors

With the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY230,000

Entry fees are payable only by bank transfer to:

Bank name:  Hokkaido Bank

Bank Branch:  Ryutsu Centre Mae

Account Name:  Planning For Co Ltd

Account Number:   0645356

Swift Code:  HKDBJPJT

4.4  Additional material

Additional material can be purchased from the rally secretariat as follows: 

Item  Price

Additonal service space (5 x 10m) JPY30,000

Auxiliary vehicle passes   JPY10,000

Service crew passes    JPY6,000

Guest credential passes  JPY10,000

Tickets to Farewell Dinner party  JPY6,000

Road Book    JPY7,000

Official Programme   JPY1,000

Map     JPY800

APRC and / or  Asia 

Cup resistered

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

8 

4 

2 

1 

6

10 x 20 m

Item

Accommodation 

Assistance APRC

(Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat) 

Accommodation

Assistance Japanese RC

(Fri, Sat)

Rally Guide 1

Supplementary Regulations

Rally Guide 2 

Road Books

Route Map

Official programme

Results Books 

Competitor credential passes

Service credential passes

Guest credential passes 

Service vehicle passes 

Auxiliary vehicle passes

Tickets to farewell dinner

Service Space

Other APRC or 

Asia Cup

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

8 

0 

2 

0 

4

10 x 5m

Japanese RC

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

0 

2 

0 

2 

10 x 5m

4.5  Entry packages 5  Service Park

5.1  Information about the Service Park

There will be one central service park located at the Kita Aikoku Community Square in the town of Aikoku, 

Obihiro.city.  The surface is a mixed of gravel and asphalt 

Bump-in to the service park will be from Sunday 6 July at 0900hrs. 

Competitors may bring their Auxiliary Vehicles into the service park, as long as they can park them within their 

designated area.  Otherwise these vehicles will have to be taken to the auxiliary parking area adjacent to the 

service park.  Two service vehicle plates will be issued per competitor.  Extra auxiliary plates can be ordered for 

JPY10,000.  

All crews competing in APRC and Japanese RC will be eligible for flexi-service.  To register for flexi-service, 

Section B.3 of the Entry Booklet (Appendix D) must be completed and returned to the Rally Secretariat by 

Monday 30 June.  

5.2  Facilities at the Service Park 

General facilities available at the service park are as follows: 

-  Public toilets

-  General lighting

-  Rubbish collection

-  Water taps for shared use

-  5 x 10m space per non-APRC and / or Asia Cup registered competitor.  If competitors have a special space 

requirement, additional space is available by JPY30,000 for each 5 x 10m with writing down your request on 

Equipment Order Form (App D) and Fax to Organiser before Wednesday 18 June.

The following facilities and services can be ordered for use in the Service Park.  An order form is included in the 

Entry Booklet in Appendix D, and on the www.rally-hokkaido.com website (Equipment Order Form).   Prices 

available on request.  

Booking Conditions

To guarantee delivery, all items must be ordered before Wednesday 18 June.  Goods ordered will be delivered 

to the service park on or before the stated 'start date' and collected on Monday 14 July.  Credit card details are 

required, regardless of method of payment, and will be used for payment if the items are not returned.

 Item  Description

 Portable toilets  Pump toilets, cleared regularly (Cleaning charge isn't included.)

 Extra large rubbish bins  1.8m x 1.8m x 1.3m (Disposal charge isn't included.)

 All weather tents   5.4m x 3.6m; walls can be ordered : JPY600 per metre.

 (without walls)

 Tables and chairs  Bench style table; 45cm wide.  Stackable, portable chairs.

 Generator  10kVA, 100V

 Generator  2kVA, 100V

 

There will be an additional fee for transport .  More details are available on request. 

6  Reconnaissance

6.1  Registration 

Date Time Location

Tuesday 8 July  1300-1900hrs Rally HQ

Wednesday 9 July  0900-2100hrs Rally HQ

Registration for reconnaissance will coincide with administrative checks.  A date and time for the administrative 

checks will be allocated to each team.   Competitors should complete the relevant section in the Entry Booklet in 

Appendix D, or on the website www.rally-hokkaido.com to nominate a time.  

Tyres used must be series production type designed primarily for tarmac use.  Use of competition tyres is 

forbidden. 

6.2 Reconnaissance Schedule

Reconnaissance must take place according to the following schedule.  A more detailed schedule will be 

published in the Supplementary Regulations and Rally Guide 2. 

Date Time Subject

Wednesday 9 July From 1400hrs  APRC competitors 

Thursday 10 July From 0700hrs  All competitors

Friday 11 July From 0600hrs   Japanese RC competitors

7  Shakedown

Shakedown is compulsory for all entrants registered in the APRC Championship and Asia Cup. The detail is as 

below;

Location Obihiro Special Stage (Run in reverse: subject to be approved by FIA)

Stage length  1.20km

Service  Kita Aikoku Service Park

Distance to Service Park Adjacent to the Service Park

Date and Time Friday 11 July 1000hrs - 1200hrs

8  Media

8.1  Contact details before the event

For media enquiries, please contact Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi. 

Rally Hokkaido Permanent Secretariat (Media)

National Media Officer: Mr KATO Kazuyoshi

International Media Officer:  Mr AMANO Katsuhiko 

Address: Homei Building  Tel: +81 (0) 11 864 1101

 Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19 Fax: +81 (0) 11 864 1182

 Shiroishi-ku, Sapporo Em: media@rally-hokkaido.com

 HOKKAIDO  003-0022 Web: www.rally-hokkaido.com

 JAPAN

8.2  Accreditation procedure / criteria and deadline

All media wishing to attend Rally Hokkaido are required to complete the Media Accreditation Form and send it 

along with required documents to the Rally Secretariat (Attention: Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi) by Wednesday 25 June 

2007 1800hrs.   Applications must be sent by post. The application form and the list of necessary documents will 

be posted on the official website www.rally-hokkaido.com 

Media applications must be received by Wednesday 25 June 2007 1800hrs.

9  Two-way radio

9.1  Application procedure 

The use of two-way radios is strictly controlled in Japan.  Those wishing to use two-way radio communication 

equipment should complete the relevant section of the Entry Booklet in Appendix D, with details of the 

frequency, model number and transmission output of the radio.  This must be returned to the Rally Secretariat at 

least three months prior to the rally.  Some two-way radios may not be used in Japan depending on frequency 

and transmitting output.

 

10  Fuel

10.1  Fuel / refuelling regulations

The use of FIA fuel is permitted.  Prior to the event, entrants are required to make their own arrangements for 
supply and transportation of FIA Fuel to Hokkaido, to the locations advised by the Organiser.  
Competitors who wish to use an approved FIA fuel are required to contact below: 

Mr Murray Brown 
Tel: +64 3355 6125 
Fax: +64 3355 6128 
Em: murray.brown@xtra.co.nz

Competitors who wish to use the pump fuel must order it through the Organisers using the Fuel Order form. The 
Fuel order fuel form will be available on the official website www.rally-hokkaido.com.  

No other fuel is available during the rally 

Organiser will refuel during the rally, no team needs to bring your refueling staff.

More information will be available in the Supplementary Regulations and in Rally Guide 2, or competitors can 

contact the organisers.

11  Hospitality arrangements

11.1 Contact details for person in charge of hospitality arrangements

For more information about arrangements for Corporate Hospitality, please contact: 

Mr TAKASHIMA Shingo

Tel:  +81 (0) 11 864 1101

Fax:  +81 (0) 11 864 1182

Em:  takashima@planning-for.co.jp

12  Helicopters

12.1  Registration procedure / information

All helicopters flying in support of the rally must be registered with the Organisers.  There will a standard 

protocol to control rally airspace and only registered aircraft will be permitted to fly in this space.  A helicopter 

registration fee will be charged.  A schedule of landing sites and GPS locations will be available, which will 

include the special stages and Service Park.  Attendance at the pilot's briefing is obligatory for all pilots. 

12.2  Contact details for national helicopter companies

Name Aero Asahi  Hokkaido Koku

Tel  +81 11 782 0603  +81 11 781 1247

Fax +81 11 783 5286  +81 11 780 2711

Contact  Mr Ozawa  Mr Hataguchi

Web www.aerosahi.co.jp  www.hokkaido-koku.co.jp

13  Import of vehicles and spare parts

13.1  National laws / customs clearance

As internal shipping and freight charges can be expensive, Rally Hokkaido organisers recommend that all sea 

freight be imported through the closest Port of Tomakomai.  Customs authorities there are familiar with customs 

procedures for overseas team competing at Rally Hokkaido.  Container transportation from Tomakomai to the 

service park takes about three hours.

The general principles of customs clearance are as follows: 

(1) FIA CARNET is required and mandatory for all overseas registered cars that are to be driven on the public 

roads in Japan i.e.  rally car, recce car, service van, other cars.   A carnet certification document will be provided by 

JAF via the Organisers, that serves as temporary compliance and this should be carried within the vehicle. Every 

automobile (including rally cars and every foreign registered vehicle) which is driven on public road in Japan has to 

be gotten Jibaiseki which is a compulsory insurance.

(2) ATA CARNET can be used for the following - for tools/parts/tyres (that are re-exported), and promotional items.  

All of the items imported under ATA Carnet are to re-exported after the rally. Even if it is temporary, the import of 

Contraband goods is prohibited.

(3) PRO FORMA INVOICE - please check with the Organisers or your freight agent on use of pro-forma invoices. 

You are required to submit the required documents when you get the special permits which are required for the 

importation of hazardous goods such as high pressure gas cylinders, and for medical supplies. You are also 

required to arrange the importation of the items by yourself.

 

It is recommended that anyone wishing to import vehicles and goods for Rally Hokkaido contact the official freight 

agent for Rally Hokkaido -

Name KURIBAYASHI & Co., Ltd. Tomakomai Branch

Address 13-16, Motonakano-cho, 2-chome, Tomakomai, 053-0005 Japan

Tel:  +81 (0)144-32-3511   

Fax:   +81 (0)144-36-6839

Contact  Mr Jungo KONO:  kouno@kurinet.co.jp

  Mr Katsuyuki KOBAYASHI: kat-kobayashi@kurinet.co.jp

13.2  Vehicle regulations 

Vehicles temporarily registered for Rally Hokkaido have to comply with the Road Vehicles Act and the Road Traffic 

Law and the provision of the JAF National Sporting Regulations for Vehicles (lighting devices, noise generated by 

the car, etc) except when Appendix J of the FIA International Sporting Code differs.  

For vehicles that are not already registered in Japan, two documents are required and must be carried in the 

vehicles and a third is recommended for competition vehicles:

(a) A translation of the Carnet, issued by JAF and distributed by the Organisers.  This document serves as a   

temporary vehicle compliance document.  For rally cars this is included in the entry fee, however for other  

vehicles a small processing fee will be charged.

(b) 'Jibaiseki'. It is a compulsory insurance. So, every automobile (including rally cars and every foreign registered  

vehicle) which is driven on public road in Japan has to be gotten it. A fee of approximately JPY8,000 will apply for 

other vehicles that are not registered in Japan. 

(c) Rally car insurance in Third party insurance.  This is recommended for rally cars and recce cars. The fee is   

approximately JPY20,000 depending on engine size.  

The Entry Booklet in Appendix D contains a section on importing vehicles.  Vehicle details are required for 

documents (b) and (c) above.

13.3 The condition for driving in Japan

International visitors should be aware that a valid Japanese license or International Driving Permit is required for 

driving on public roads.  International Driving Permits MUST be issued under the 1949 Geneva Traffic Convention 

and this will be stated on the front of the document.  Please contact the organisers if you are unable to obtain such 

a license.  

German, French, Swiss, Italian, Belgian and Taiwanese  driving license holders may request a translation of their 

license from JAF. The combination of this translation and your driving license is valid as an alternative to the 

'Geneva Convention' International Driving Permit. Except the above driving license holders will be required to 

switch your license to Japanese one (Gaimen Kirikae).

The detail of Gaimen Kirikae is on the website:

http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm

14  Hotel / accommodation reservation

14.1 Contact details for reservations or list of hotels

The organisers have negotiated favourable rates and made a block booking at the following hotels.   To make a 

booking, please return the Accommodation Booking Form that is included in Appendix D to the Rally Secretariat.   

Hotel accommodation for driver and codriver will be included in the competitors' entry fee.  Four nights 

(Wednesday 9 July - Saturday 12 July) for APRC and Asia cup competitors and two nights (Friday 11 July and 

Saturday 12 July) for Japanese Rally Championship competitors.   This will be a twin room in either one of the 

two official hotels described below.  In case of Route Inn Obihiro, it might be a single room.  The choice of hotel 

will be at the organisers' discretion.  For those who wish to share the room with their team members, Japanese-

style rooms are available (up to 5 people per room).  For three people in a Japanese style room, an extra 

JPY6,000 is payable.  For four or more people in the room, an extra JPY5,000 is payable per person per night 

for the extra people. 

Please include these rooms in your accommodation booking. 

Grand Vrio Hotel (former Hotel Grantia Tokachi)  

Makubetsu Yoda 384   Tel: +81(0)155-56-2121  Fax: +81(0)155-56-6011

Single  7,500 / Twin  13,000 / Japanese-style rooms: 3 people   18,000 / 4 or 5 people -  5,000 p.p

Breakfast is included, but if breakfast is not required, JPY500 is reduced from the mentioned rate. 

There is no charge for parking

Language: Japanese / English / Chinese

Spa Resort Hotel . Combination of western and Japanese style rooms.  Was Rally HQ in 2003.  Reused as HQ 

and media center in 2008. On the easter side of Obihiro, on a hill overlooking the city.  15 minutes drive from the 

central Obihiro. It takes Railway Station and restaurant area, and about 15 minutes. Most of the rooms in the 

hotel are Japanese style without bathroom, the organiser reccomends for you to book in Route Inn Hotel for 

western styles'.  

Route Inn Obihiro  

W3, S11, Obihiro   Tel: +81-(0)155-28-7200  

 

Single  6,800 

Breakfast is included, but if breakfast is not required, JPY500 is reduced from the mentioned rate. 

Parking JPY500

Language: Japanese only

A business hotel.  One of the newest hotels in Obihiro. Opposite the central Obihiro Railway Station 

There are many hotels in and around Obihiro and Otofuke.  To search on the internet, try Obihiro, Otofuke and 

Tokachigawa.  There are also websites that list hotels in Obihiro, for example http://www.obihiro-

yado.com/English/european.html.  If you are having difficulty in contacting the hotels, or would  like the 

organizers to assist with bookings, please don't hesitate to contact either the Competitor Support Managers or 

the Rally Secretariat.  

15  Advertising

There are no restrictions on alcohol or tobacco advertising on competing vehicles or team uniforms in Japan.  

Japanese-registered vehicles are not permitted to have any kind of windscreen band affixed to their 

windscreens.  Overseas-registered vehicles are permitted to have a band of maximum depth 10cm affixed to 

the upper portion of their front windscreens.  

16  Ceremonial Start

The procedures for the Rally Show and the Ceremonial Start will be available in the Supplementary Regulations 
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17  List of useful facts and services

17.1 Fast Facts

Airport:  Japan Airlines (JAL) provides freight from Haneda Airport (Tokyo) to Tokachi Obihiro Airport 4 

times a day, from Komaki Airport (Aichi) to TOA once a day, and from Kansai Airport (Osaka) 

to TOA once a day.   Travelling time from Tokachi Obihiro Airport to central Obihiro is 

approximately 25 minutes.  The transfer can be made by airport shuttle (JPY1,000 - to all 

major hotels and the train station), or taxi and rental cars are available. Keep baggage tags 

handy as these will be required on exit from the baggage collection area. 

Train:  Japan Railways (JR) Hokkaido provides limited express services between Sapporo and 

Obihiro approximately 2.20hrs), and between Chitose Airport and Obihiro (approximately 

2.10hrs).

Cash:  It is wise to expect to pay for most daily expenses in cash (JPY).  Hotels and large shops will 

accept international credit cards, but often smaller convenience stores, petrol stations, 

restaurants and some ATMs will only accept cash or Japanese credit cards. 

 

Currency:  The currency is Japanese Yen (JPY, or ' '), and it is a decimal system, with the largest note 

being JPY10,000, and the smallest coin being JPY1.  In January 2007, the exchange rate 

was 1 EUR = 157.20 JPY; 1 USD = 121.29 JPY; 1 AUD =93.67 JPY.  (See section below on 

Banks Credit Cards and Cash)

Currency exchange is only available from Monday to Friday in Obihiro.

Elevation:  Service Park:  40m

Average for Special Stages:  362m

Electricity:  100V at 50 cycles.  Plugs are twin parallel pin-type, the same as are used in the USA. 

Embassies and   For a complete list of embassies and consulates in Japan and Japanese missions abroad   

Consulates: see http://www.mofa.go.jp 

International   The international dialling codes vary depending on which phone company is being used.  It  

Dialling: should be listed in the 'Information for Guests' book in hotels, or on the internet for mobile   

  phones. 

Mobile phones:  GMS phones except 3G do not work in Japan.  There is more information about mobile 

phones in the Section that follows. 

Opening Hours:  Shops are open seven days a week, normally from 1000hrs until approximately 1900hrs, 

some stay open later.  Banks, government offices and the Post Office, however, work Monday 

to Friday. 

Population:  Japan:  125 million

Hokkaido:  5.68 million

Public Holidays:  None within two weeks of Rally Hokkaido 

Rainfall (July):  94.4mm (average)

Sunrise (July 11):  03:59hrs   (Source: http://www.njwa.jp/weather/)

Sunset (July 11):  19:06hrs   (Source: http://www.njwa.jp/weather/)
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Rally HQ and Media Centre

Service Park

     

Planning For Co Ltd
     

Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19

     Shiroishishi-ku

    SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO,  003-0022

      JAPAN

        Website:  www.rallyhokkaido.com

        Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

   Tel +81-(0)11- 864-1101 Fax +81-(0)11-864-1182

This document has no regulatory power, except if referred to specifically in the Supplementary Regulations or a 

Bulletin and therefore should be used as a guide only.  For regulations, please refer to the FIA Rally Championship 

General Prescriptions, the International Sporting Code, the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship Regulations, JAF 

National Sporting Regulations and the event Supplementary Regulations and any Bulletin that may be issued. 

ATTENTION!

There are some road rules in Japan that differ from international standards, but that will be 

strictly enforced.  In particular:

Road signs generally comply with the international system, with the exception of stop signs 

which are an inverted triangular shape (similar to 'Give Way' signs in other countries). 

All cars must stop at EVERY railway crossing and watch for trains, before proceeding. 

Don't exceed the speed limit which is 40km/h in built up areas, unless otherwise indicated, and 

60km/h elsewhere.  Speed limits on expressways are 70km/h or 80km/h depending on 

conditions. 

Also, international visitors should be aware that a valid Japanese license or International Driving 

Permit is required for driving on public roads.  International Driving Permits MUST be issued 

under the 1949 Geneva Traffic Convention and this will be stated on the front of the document.  

Please contact the organisers if you are unable to obtain such a license.  

German, French, Swiss, Italian, Belgian and Taiwanese driving license holders may request a 

translation of their license from JAF. The combination of this translation and your driving license 

is valid as an alternative to the 'Geneva Convention' International Driving Permit. Except the 

above driving license holders will be required to switch your license to Japanese one (Gaimen 

Kirikae).

The detail of Gaimen Kirikae is on the website:

http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm

See Appendix E:  Differences of Rules of the road.
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1 Introduction / Event overview

1.1 Introduction from the Chairman of the Organising Committee

The seventh Rally Hokkaido which is the fourth round of APRC combined with the sixth round of Japanese 

Rally Championship again takes place in Tokachi rigion in Hokkaido Island as well as the last 7 years.

This year it has become easier for the Organisers to find more exciting stages. The move of WRC Rally Japan 

to another region has taken away the pressure of avoiding overlapping of the limited number of stages of the 

two events held in the same area as it was till last year. 

For the reason, the itinerary has been more approprioate and attactive for the international rally championsip.

The HQ will move to Makubetsu town from the previous host town Otofuke. The main Service Park will be 

located in Kita Aikoku Community Square in Obihiro.

A short SS OBIHIRO will be established adjacent to the Service Park where the OBIHIRO Super Special 

Stage was run during Rally Japan 2006 and 2007. Spectators can walk around the Service Park when the SS 

isn't run without long distance transportation..

Like last year the Obihiro Race Course is again planned as the venue of Ceremonial Start.

The SINOTCAKI stage in Otofuke and RIKUBETSU stage in Rikubetsu, very much enjoyed by the spectators, 

are also involved in the itinerary.

The Rally Hokkaido is not only a motor sport enent, but also one of the regional festivals.

We look forward to seeing you at our event!

TABATA Kunihiro

Chairman, Organising Committee

1.2 Event overview 

The year 2008 will be the seventh year that Japan has been host to a round of the Asia-Pacific Rally 
Championship.  In 2004 it was run in conjunction with Rally Japan.  However, the two events have been run 
separately since 2005.  

In the middle of July the temperatures should be warm but not hot, and there is a likelihood of rain.  Its also the 
season in which Tokachi will have about 15 hours of daylight - starting at 0400hrs.  

The itinerary covers familiar ground in the Tokachi sub-prefecture, additionally established new Stage, OBIHIRO 
adjacent to the Service Park.  As in 2007, the spectator stage RIKUBETSU, will only be used on Day 1.  

The Rally HQ and Media Centre are located in Hotel Grand Vrio (formerly Hotel Grantia) in Makubetsu town. 
The hotel has been previously used as the official hotel of the Rally and also served as the venue of farewell 
parties for several years. The hotel was also used as the HQ of Rally Hokkaido till 2003 and has all the 
necessary media facilities like analogue lines and the Internet connection. Kita-Aikoku Service Park located 5 
km southwest from the HQ. It was used as the main Service Park of WRC Rally Japan until 2007 and has a 
gravel and asphalt mixed surface.

Past winners of the event are as follows:

2007 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1 Motor Image  Cody CROCKER Ben ATKINSON Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Rally Team   STi 

 2 MRF Tyres Katsuhiko TAGUCHI Mark STACEY Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      IX

 3 MRF Tyres Jussi VALIMAKI  Jarkko KALLIOLEPO Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

2006 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Rally Team   Toshihiro ARAI  Tony SIRCOMBE  Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Japan   STi 

 2  Team The Engine  Takuma KAMADA  Hakaru ICHINO  Subaru Impreza WRX    N4

      STi

 3  Les Walkden   Cody CROCKER  Ben ATKINSON  Subaru Impreza WRX   N4

   Rallying   STi 

2005 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  MRF Tyres  TAGUCHI Katsu  Mark STACEY  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VIII 

 2  MRF Tyres  Jussi VALIMAKI  Panu PLOSILA  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VIII 

 3  Repsol Advan   OHBA Seisuke  TAKAHASHI Hiroko  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

   Rally Team   VII

2004 Rally Japan (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Team Proton Pert   Karamjit SINGH  Allen OH (MAL)  Proton PERT   N4

   Malaysia (MAL) 

 2  Monster Sport  Chris ATKINSON  Ben ATKINSON   Suzuki Ignis   A6

   Australia  (AUS)  (AUS)

 3  Team Total  Geof ARGYLE (NZ) Steve SMITH (NZ) Mitsubishi Lancer Evo    N4

   Lubricants    VIII

2003 Rally Hokkaido (APRC)

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Production  Toshihiro ARAI (J)  Tony SIRCOMBE (NZ)  Subaru Impreza   N4

   Rally Team 

 2  Racetech Seats  Geof ARGYLE (NZ)  Steve SMITH (NZ)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   A8

      VI 

 3  MRF Tyres  Armin KREMER (D)  Fred BERSSEN (D)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

      VII 

 

2002 Rally Hokkaido 

Pos  Entrant  Driver  Co-driver  Vehicle  Gp/Cl

 1  Subaru Australia  Possum BOURNE   Mark STACEY (AUS)  Subaru Impreza   A8

    (NZ)

 2  Top Run  Marcos LIGATO  Ruben GARCIA (RA)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo   N4

    (RA)   VI 

 3  Advan PIAA Rally  NUTAHARA Fumio HAYASHI Satoshi (J)  Mitsubishi Lancer Evo  N4

    (J)   VII 

1.3 Information about Tokachi, Japan 

Hokkaido is the northernmost island of Japan, and has a population of 5.6 million.  Comparing the population 
density to the main island of Honshu, while the average in Japan is 342 people per square km, Tokyo has 5629 
per square km and Hokkaido has 67 per square km, thus, it is relatively sparsely populated.  The island has 
vast areas of forest, mountains and agricultural land. 

It is located north of the Korean peninsula, though in latitude is similar to Rome and the south of Great Britain. It 
is affected by the south flowing current of the Pacific Ocean, however, which brings long and cold winters.  Also 
there is some effect from the summer typhoons, although this is usually only rainfall. 

In appearance the Tokachi countryside is similar to some of the northern States of the US, and some people 
have compared the Special stages with those in Wales.  It is relatively flat and agricultural.  A mountain range 
running north / south divides the island and another mountain range runs from the middle range to the west and 
these two ranges protect Tokachi from the weather.  The rally roads are in the flat Tokachi basin and some head 
into the foothills of the mountain ranges, but the route is not mountainous.  

Hokkaido has been relatively recently settled by the ethnic Japanese, who came up from the south 
approximately 200 years ago.  Local demographics followed a pattern set in other countries, where the local 
indigenous population declined.  The indigenous people are called Ainu and are believed to have come down 
the Kamchatka Peninsular from Siberia.  

Obihiro is a city with approximately 170,000 inhabitants.  It is a modern looking city and is well serviced with 
hotels and restaurants because it is a regional business centre.  There is a well laid-out and signposted (in 
English as well as Japanese) road system.  All roads are named from a central point according to their direction 
and distance from that point.  For example, the address of the popular Tokachi Beer restaurant is West 1, South 
9-6.   Otofuke is located on the opposite side of the Tokachi River to Obihiro.   It is a smaller town, but is well 
served by many of the major shopping chains.  

The local people are very enthusiastic about motor sport and the benefit of international events to the 
community.  They have proved themselves very willing to assist rally visitors who might be struggling to 
understand the language, or to make themselves understood. Makubetsu town is located on the north of 
Obihiro across the Satsunai river.

There are maps of Obihiro and of Otofuke in Appendix B.

2 Contact details

2.1  Permanent contact details email and internet addresses

 

Rally Hokkaido  Tel:  +81-11-864-1101

c/- Planning For Co Ltd  Fax:  +81-11-864-1182

2nd Floor, Homei Building  Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19  Website:  www.rally-hokkaido.com

Shiroishih-ku

SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO

JAPAN  003-0022

2.2 Location of Rally HQ and Service Park

The Rally HQ and Media Centre are located in Hotel Grand Vrio (formerly Hotel Grantia) in Makubetsu town. 

The hotel has been previously used as the official hotel of the Rally and also served as the venue of farewell 

parties for several years. The hotel was also used as the HQ of Rally Hokkaido till 2003 and has all the 

necessary media facilities like analogue lines and the Internet connection. 

Kita-Aikoku Service Park is located 5 km southwest from the HQ. It was used as the main Service Park of WRC 

Rally Japan until 2007 and has a gravel and asphalt mixed surface. The Service Park is renowned as one of the 

most spectator-friendly among WRC events, and a 1.2 km short Special Stage OBIHIRO scheduled to run twice 

on Day 2 is placed next to the area. The spectators can walk around the SP when the SS isn't run without long 

distance transportation. 

The general layout of the Kita Aikoku Servioe Park and the location of the town of Makubetsu in relation to 

Obihiro are shown in the maps in Appendix B.

2.3 List of key officials, their functions and e-mail addresses

Chairman, Organising Committee  Mr TABATA Kunihiro  tabata-p@rally-hokkaido.com

Clerk of Course  Mr MAKITA Ryuji  makita@rally-hokkaido.com

Deputy Clerk of Course  Mr Dmitry (Dima) Krivtsov  dima@rally-hokkaido.com

Route Coordinator  Mr NAKATA Shogo  nakata@rally-hokkaido.com

Secretary of the Event  Mr SUDO Norimitsu  sudo@rally-hokkaido.com

Chief Safety Officer  Mr YONEZAWA Akira  yonezawa@rally-hokkaido.com

Chief Scrutineer  Mr ISHIKAWA Kazuo  scrutineer@rally-hokkaido.com

Secretary  Mr TAKASHIMA Shingo  takashima@planning-for.co.jp

Accommodation  Ms NIINO Mieko  niino@planning-for.co.jp

Officials' Coordinator  Ms TABATA Mieko  tabata-m@planning-for.co.jp

PR Manager  Mr NAGATA Takeshi   nagata@planning-for.co.jp

2.4 Media contact details

National Media Officer: Rally Hokkaido Secretariat Tel:  +81-11-864-1101

 Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi 2nd Floor, Homei Building Fax:  +81-11-864-1182

 Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19 Email:  info@rally-hokkaido.com

International Media Officer: Shiroishih-ku Website:  www.rally-hokkaido.com

 Mr. AMANO Katsuhiko SAPPORO,  HOKKAIDO

 JAPAN  003-0022

3 Programme and critical deadlines

Day / Time Contents

Wednesday 21 May 

1000hrs  Supplementary Regulations published

1000hrs  Opening date for entries

1000hrs Opening date for applications for media accreditation

 

Wednesday 18 June 

1000hrs  Publication of Rally Guide 2 

1800hrs  Deadline for ordering extra material or equipment

1800hrs  Closing date for entries

1800hrs  Deadline for registering for flexi-service

 

Wednesday 25 June 

1000hrs  Publication of Road Books and Route Map 

1800hrs Closing date for ordering pump fuel from the organisers

1800hrs  Closing date for co-driver details

1800hrs  Closing date for media accreditation applications

1800hrs Closing date for helicopter registration

 

Tuesday 1 July 

1000hrs  Seeded entry list published

1800hrs  Publication of Service Park layout and service bay 

 allocations

 

Sunday 6 July  

0900hrs  Service Park open for competitor bump-in, and delivery 

 of sea containers

 

Tuesday 8 July 

1300hrs  Rally Headquarters opens

1300 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

1300 - 1900hrs  Registration for reconnaissance, service vehicle 

 registration, collection of material for competitors, 

 administrative checks. 

 

Wednesday 9 July  

0900 - 2100hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0900 - 2100hrs  Registration for reconnaissance, service vehicle 

 registration, collection of material for competitors, 

 administrative checks.

1300 - 2100hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

1300hrs  Media Accreditation commences

1400hrs   Reconnaissance commences (APRC competitors only)

1800hrs  Scrutineering schedule posted

 

Thursday 10 July 

0700 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0700 - 1900hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0700 - 1800hrs  Reconnaissance for all competitors

0900 - 1800hrs  Scrutineering, marking and sealing of components

Friday 11 July 

0600 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Rally HQ

0600 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

From 0600hrs  Reconnaissance continues for Japanese Rally 

 Championship competitors

0900 - 1300hrs  Scrutineering, marking and sealing of components

1000 - 1200hrs Shakedown

1300hrs  First Stewards meeting

1400hrs  Pre-rally media conference

1430hrs Publication of Start List for Day 1

1430hrs  Competitors briefing  (Japanese RC crews only)

1730 - 1900hrs  Rally Show

From 1935hrs  Ceremonial Start

 

Saturday 12 July 

0530 - 2200hrs   Opening hours for Rally HQ

0530 - 2200hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0600hrs  Start of Day 1

2200hrs  Publication of Start List for Day 2

 

Sunday 13 July 

0500 - 2000hrs   Opening hours for Rally HQ

0500 - 2300hrs  Opening hours for Media Centre

0530hrs  Start of Day 2

1700hrs  Finish Ceremony and APRC trophy presentation

1745hrs  Post event scrutiny

1800hrs  Final Media Conference

1930hrs  Posting of Japanese RC's provisional classifications

2000hrs  Posting of provisional classifications

2000hrs  Japanese RC Prize Presentation

2030hrs  Farewell Party

 

Monday 14 July  

0900 - 1200hrs  Opening hours of Rally HQ

0900 - 1200hrs  Opening hours of Media Centre

1000hrs  Issue of Results Books

1200hrs  Rally HQ and Media Centre close.

 

 

4  Entry Details

4.1  FIA Titles for which the rally counts FIA

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Championship for Drivers and Co-drivers

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Cup for Manufacturers

2008 FIA  Asia Cup

2008 FIA  Asia-Pacific Rally Cup for Drivers, Co-drivers and Manufacturers of Group N 2WD normally aspirated 

2 Litre Cars

4.1.1 JAF titles for which the rally counts 

Japanese Rally Championship

4.2  Criteria for acceptance of entries 

Entrants, drivers and co-drivers of any nationality holding the appropriate international competition license may 

enter Rally Hokkaido as an APRC and Asia Cup competitor.  Overseas competition holders must hold an 

authority from their ASN or obtain its stamp on their entry form. 

The total number of entries, taking into account the APRC, Asia Cup and the Japanese National Championship 

event will be 90.  If more than 90 entries are received then the organisers will decide on which entries to accept.  

APRC registered competitors and Asia Cup resistered competitors will be guaranteed an entry.

4.3  List of entry fees (payment of entry fees) 

Asia-Pacific Championship and Asia Cup competitors

With the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY250,000

Without the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY350,000

Japanese Rally Championship competitors

With the Organisers' optional advertising   JPY230,000

Entry fees are payable only by bank transfer to:

Bank name:  Hokkaido Bank

Bank Branch:  Ryutsu Centre Mae

Account Name:  Planning For Co Ltd

Account Number:   0645356

Swift Code:  HKDBJPJT

4.4  Additional material

Additional material can be purchased from the rally secretariat as follows: 

Item  Price

Additonal service space (5 x 10m) JPY30,000

Auxiliary vehicle passes   JPY10,000

Service crew passes    JPY6,000

Guest credential passes  JPY10,000

Tickets to Farewell Dinner party  JPY6,000

Road Book    JPY7,000

Official Programme   JPY1,000

Map     JPY800

APRC and / or  Asia 

Cup resistered

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

8 

4 

2 

1 

6

10 x 20 m

Item

Accommodation 

Assistance APRC

(Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat) 

Accommodation

Assistance Japanese RC

(Fri, Sat)

Rally Guide 1

Supplementary Regulations

Rally Guide 2 

Road Books

Route Map

Official programme

Results Books 

Competitor credential passes

Service credential passes

Guest credential passes 

Service vehicle passes 

Auxiliary vehicle passes

Tickets to farewell dinner

Service Space

Other APRC or 

Asia Cup

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

8 

0 

2 

0 

4

10 x 5m

Japanese RC

competitors

Download from

website

Download from

website

Download from

website

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 

0 

2 

0 

2 

10 x 5m

4.5  Entry packages 5  Service Park

5.1  Information about the Service Park

There will be one central service park located at the Kita Aikoku Community Square in the town of Aikoku, 

Obihiro.city.  The surface is a mixed of gravel and asphalt 

Bump-in to the service park will be from Sunday 6 July at 0900hrs. 

Competitors may bring their Auxiliary Vehicles into the service park, as long as they can park them within their 

designated area.  Otherwise these vehicles will have to be taken to the auxiliary parking area adjacent to the 

service park.  Two service vehicle plates will be issued per competitor.  Extra auxiliary plates can be ordered for 

JPY10,000.  

All crews competing in APRC and Japanese RC will be eligible for flexi-service.  To register for flexi-service, 

Section B.3 of the Entry Booklet (Appendix D) must be completed and returned to the Rally Secretariat by 

Monday 30 June.  

5.2  Facilities at the Service Park 

General facilities available at the service park are as follows: 

-  Public toilets

-  General lighting

-  Rubbish collection

-  Water taps for shared use

-  5 x 10m space per non-APRC and / or Asia Cup registered competitor.  If competitors have a special space 

requirement, additional space is available by JPY30,000 for each 5 x 10m with writing down your request on 

Equipment Order Form (App D) and Fax to Organiser before Wednesday 18 June.

The following facilities and services can be ordered for use in the Service Park.  An order form is included in the 

Entry Booklet in Appendix D, and on the www.rally-hokkaido.com website (Equipment Order Form).   Prices 

available on request.  

Booking Conditions

To guarantee delivery, all items must be ordered before Wednesday 18 June.  Goods ordered will be delivered 

to the service park on or before the stated 'start date' and collected on Monday 14 July.  Credit card details are 

required, regardless of method of payment, and will be used for payment if the items are not returned.

 Item  Description

 Portable toilets  Pump toilets, cleared regularly (Cleaning charge isn't included.)

 Extra large rubbish bins  1.8m x 1.8m x 1.3m (Disposal charge isn't included.)

 All weather tents   5.4m x 3.6m; walls can be ordered : JPY600 per metre.

 (without walls)

 Tables and chairs  Bench style table; 45cm wide.  Stackable, portable chairs.

 Generator  10kVA, 100V

 Generator  2kVA, 100V

 

There will be an additional fee for transport .  More details are available on request. 

6  Reconnaissance

6.1  Registration 

Date Time Location

Tuesday 8 July  1300-1900hrs Rally HQ

Wednesday 9 July  0900-2100hrs Rally HQ

Registration for reconnaissance will coincide with administrative checks.  A date and time for the administrative 

checks will be allocated to each team.   Competitors should complete the relevant section in the Entry Booklet in 

Appendix D, or on the website www.rally-hokkaido.com to nominate a time.  

Tyres used must be series production type designed primarily for tarmac use.  Use of competition tyres is 

forbidden. 

6.2 Reconnaissance Schedule

Reconnaissance must take place according to the following schedule.  A more detailed schedule will be 

published in the Supplementary Regulations and Rally Guide 2. 

Date Time Subject

Wednesday 9 July From 1400hrs  APRC competitors 

Thursday 10 July From 0700hrs  All competitors

Friday 11 July From 0600hrs   Japanese RC competitors

7  Shakedown

Shakedown is compulsory for all entrants registered in the APRC Championship and Asia Cup. The detail is as 

below;

Location Obihiro Special Stage (Run in reverse: subject to be approved by FIA)

Stage length  1.20km

Service  Kita Aikoku Service Park

Distance to Service Park Adjacent to the Service Park

Date and Time Friday 11 July 1000hrs - 1200hrs

8  Media

8.1  Contact details before the event

For media enquiries, please contact Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi. 

Rally Hokkaido Permanent Secretariat (Media)

National Media Officer: Mr KATO Kazuyoshi

International Media Officer:  Mr AMANO Katsuhiko 

Address: Homei Building  Tel: +81 (0) 11 864 1101

 Minami 4-9, Nangodori 19 Fax: +81 (0) 11 864 1182

 Shiroishi-ku, Sapporo Em: media@rally-hokkaido.com

 HOKKAIDO  003-0022 Web: www.rally-hokkaido.com

 JAPAN

8.2  Accreditation procedure / criteria and deadline

All media wishing to attend Rally Hokkaido are required to complete the Media Accreditation Form and send it 

along with required documents to the Rally Secretariat (Attention: Mr. KATO Kazuyoshi) by Wednesday 25 June 

2007 1800hrs.   Applications must be sent by post. The application form and the list of necessary documents will 

be posted on the official website www.rally-hokkaido.com 

Media applications must be received by Wednesday 25 June 2007 1800hrs.

9  Two-way radio

9.1  Application procedure 

The use of two-way radios is strictly controlled in Japan.  Those wishing to use two-way radio communication 

equipment should complete the relevant section of the Entry Booklet in Appendix D, with details of the 

frequency, model number and transmission output of the radio.  This must be returned to the Rally Secretariat at 

least three months prior to the rally.  Some two-way radios may not be used in Japan depending on frequency 

and transmitting output.

 

10  Fuel

10.1  Fuel / refuelling regulations

The use of FIA fuel is permitted.  Prior to the event, entrants are required to make their own arrangements for 
supply and transportation of FIA Fuel to Hokkaido, to the locations advised by the Organiser.  
Competitors who wish to use an approved FIA fuel are required to contact below: 

Mr Murray Brown 
Tel: +64 3355 6125 
Fax: +64 3355 6128 
Em: murray.brown@xtra.co.nz

Competitors who wish to use the pump fuel must order it through the Organisers using the Fuel Order form. The 
Fuel order fuel form will be available on the official website www.rally-hokkaido.com.  

No other fuel is available during the rally 

Organiser will refuel during the rally, no team needs to bring your refueling staff.

More information will be available in the Supplementary Regulations and in Rally Guide 2, or competitors can 

contact the organisers.

11  Hospitality arrangements

11.1 Contact details for person in charge of hospitality arrangements

For more information about arrangements for Corporate Hospitality, please contact: 

Mr TAKASHIMA Shingo

Tel:  +81 (0) 11 864 1101

Fax:  +81 (0) 11 864 1182

Em:  takashima@planning-for.co.jp

12  Helicopters

12.1  Registration procedure / information

All helicopters flying in support of the rally must be registered with the Organisers.  There will a standard 

protocol to control rally airspace and only registered aircraft will be permitted to fly in this space.  A helicopter 

registration fee will be charged.  A schedule of landing sites and GPS locations will be available, which will 

include the special stages and Service Park.  Attendance at the pilot's briefing is obligatory for all pilots. 

12.2  Contact details for national helicopter companies

Name Aero Asahi  Hokkaido Koku

Tel  +81 11 782 0603  +81 11 781 1247

Fax +81 11 783 5286  +81 11 780 2711

Contact  Mr Ozawa  Mr Hataguchi

Web www.aerosahi.co.jp  www.hokkaido-koku.co.jp

13  Import of vehicles and spare parts

13.1  National laws / customs clearance

As internal shipping and freight charges can be expensive, Rally Hokkaido organisers recommend that all sea 

freight be imported through the closest Port of Tomakomai.  Customs authorities there are familiar with customs 

procedures for overseas team competing at Rally Hokkaido.  Container transportation from Tomakomai to the 

service park takes about three hours.

The general principles of customs clearance are as follows: 

(1) FIA CARNET is required and mandatory for all overseas registered cars that are to be driven on the public 

roads in Japan i.e.  rally car, recce car, service van, other cars.   A carnet certification document will be provided by 

JAF via the Organisers, that serves as temporary compliance and this should be carried within the vehicle. Every 

automobile (including rally cars and every foreign registered vehicle) which is driven on public road in Japan has to 

be gotten Jibaiseki which is a compulsory insurance.

(2) ATA CARNET can be used for the following - for tools/parts/tyres (that are re-exported), and promotional items.  

All of the items imported under ATA Carnet are to re-exported after the rally. Even if it is temporary, the import of 

Contraband goods is prohibited.

(3) PRO FORMA INVOICE - please check with the Organisers or your freight agent on use of pro-forma invoices. 

You are required to submit the required documents when you get the special permits which are required for the 

importation of hazardous goods such as high pressure gas cylinders, and for medical supplies. You are also 

required to arrange the importation of the items by yourself.

 

It is recommended that anyone wishing to import vehicles and goods for Rally Hokkaido contact the official freight 

agent for Rally Hokkaido -

Name KURIBAYASHI & Co., Ltd. Tomakomai Branch

Address 13-16, Motonakano-cho, 2-chome, Tomakomai, 053-0005 Japan

Tel:  +81 (0)144-32-3511   

Fax:   +81 (0)144-36-6839

Contact  Mr Jungo KONO:  kouno@kurinet.co.jp

  Mr Katsuyuki KOBAYASHI: kat-kobayashi@kurinet.co.jp

13.2  Vehicle regulations 

Vehicles temporarily registered for Rally Hokkaido have to comply with the Road Vehicles Act and the Road Traffic 

Law and the provision of the JAF National Sporting Regulations for Vehicles (lighting devices, noise generated by 

the car, etc) except when Appendix J of the FIA International Sporting Code differs.  

For vehicles that are not already registered in Japan, two documents are required and must be carried in the 

vehicles and a third is recommended for competition vehicles:

(a) A translation of the Carnet, issued by JAF and distributed by the Organisers.  This document serves as a   

temporary vehicle compliance document.  For rally cars this is included in the entry fee, however for other  

vehicles a small processing fee will be charged.

(b) 'Jibaiseki'. It is a compulsory insurance. So, every automobile (including rally cars and every foreign registered  

vehicle) which is driven on public road in Japan has to be gotten it. A fee of approximately JPY8,000 will apply for 

other vehicles that are not registered in Japan. 

(c) Rally car insurance in Third party insurance.  This is recommended for rally cars and recce cars. The fee is   

approximately JPY20,000 depending on engine size.  

The Entry Booklet in Appendix D contains a section on importing vehicles.  Vehicle details are required for 

documents (b) and (c) above.

13.3 The condition for driving in Japan

International visitors should be aware that a valid Japanese license or International Driving Permit is required for 

driving on public roads.  International Driving Permits MUST be issued under the 1949 Geneva Traffic Convention 

and this will be stated on the front of the document.  Please contact the organisers if you are unable to obtain such 

a license.  

German, French, Swiss, Italian, Belgian and Taiwanese  driving license holders may request a translation of their 

license from JAF. The combination of this translation and your driving license is valid as an alternative to the 

'Geneva Convention' International Driving Permit. Except the above driving license holders will be required to 

switch your license to Japanese one (Gaimen Kirikae).

The detail of Gaimen Kirikae is on the website:

http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm

14  Hotel / accommodation reservation

14.1 Contact details for reservations or list of hotels

The organisers have negotiated favourable rates and made a block booking at the following hotels.   To make a 

booking, please return the Accommodation Booking Form that is included in Appendix D to the Rally Secretariat.   

Hotel accommodation for driver and codriver will be included in the competitors' entry fee.  Four nights 

(Wednesday 9 July - Saturday 12 July) for APRC and Asia cup competitors and two nights (Friday 11 July and 

Saturday 12 July) for Japanese Rally Championship competitors.   This will be a twin room in either one of the 

two official hotels described below.  In case of Route Inn Obihiro, it might be a single room.  The choice of hotel 

will be at the organisers' discretion.  For those who wish to share the room with their team members, Japanese-

style rooms are available (up to 5 people per room).  For three people in a Japanese style room, an extra 

JPY6,000 is payable.  For four or more people in the room, an extra JPY5,000 is payable per person per night 

for the extra people. 

Please include these rooms in your accommodation booking. 

Grand Vrio Hotel (former Hotel Grantia Tokachi)  

Makubetsu Yoda 384   Tel: +81(0)155-56-2121  Fax: +81(0)155-56-6011

Single  7,500 / Twin  13,000 / Japanese-style rooms: 3 people   18,000 / 4 or 5 people -  5,000 p.p

Breakfast is included, but if breakfast is not required, JPY500 is reduced from the mentioned rate. 

There is no charge for parking

Language: Japanese / English / Chinese

Spa Resort Hotel . Combination of western and Japanese style rooms.  Was Rally HQ in 2003.  Reused as HQ 

and media center in 2008. On the easter side of Obihiro, on a hill overlooking the city.  15 minutes drive from the 

central Obihiro. It takes Railway Station and restaurant area, and about 15 minutes. Most of the rooms in the 

hotel are Japanese style without bathroom, the organiser reccomends for you to book in Route Inn Hotel for 

western styles'.  

Route Inn Obihiro  

W3, S11, Obihiro   Tel: +81-(0)155-28-7200  

 

Single  6,800 

Breakfast is included, but if breakfast is not required, JPY500 is reduced from the mentioned rate. 

Parking JPY500

Language: Japanese only

A business hotel.  One of the newest hotels in Obihiro. Opposite the central Obihiro Railway Station 

There are many hotels in and around Obihiro and Otofuke.  To search on the internet, try Obihiro, Otofuke and 

Tokachigawa.  There are also websites that list hotels in Obihiro, for example http://www.obihiro-

yado.com/English/european.html.  If you are having difficulty in contacting the hotels, or would  like the 

organizers to assist with bookings, please don't hesitate to contact either the Competitor Support Managers or 

the Rally Secretariat.  

15  Advertising

There are no restrictions on alcohol or tobacco advertising on competing vehicles or team uniforms in Japan.  

Japanese-registered vehicles are not permitted to have any kind of windscreen band affixed to their 

windscreens.  Overseas-registered vehicles are permitted to have a band of maximum depth 10cm affixed to 

the upper portion of their front windscreens.  

16  Ceremonial Start

The procedures for the Rally Show and the Ceremonial Start will be available in the Supplementary Regulations 
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17  List of useful facts and services

17.1 Fast Facts

Airport:  Japan Airlines (JAL) provides freight from Haneda Airport (Tokyo) to Tokachi Obihiro Airport 4 

times a day, from Komaki Airport (Aichi) to TOA once a day, and from Kansai Airport (Osaka) 

to TOA once a day.   Travelling time from Tokachi Obihiro Airport to central Obihiro is 

approximately 25 minutes.  The transfer can be made by airport shuttle (JPY1,000 - to all 

major hotels and the train station), or taxi and rental cars are available. Keep baggage tags 

handy as these will be required on exit from the baggage collection area. 

Train:  Japan Railways (JR) Hokkaido provides limited express services between Sapporo and 

Obihiro approximately 2.20hrs), and between Chitose Airport and Obihiro (approximately 

2.10hrs).

Cash:  It is wise to expect to pay for most daily expenses in cash (JPY).  Hotels and large shops will 

accept international credit cards, but often smaller convenience stores, petrol stations, 

restaurants and some ATMs will only accept cash or Japanese credit cards. 

 

Currency:  The currency is Japanese Yen (JPY, or ' '), and it is a decimal system, with the largest note 

being JPY10,000, and the smallest coin being JPY1.  In January 2007, the exchange rate 

was 1 EUR = 157.20 JPY; 1 USD = 121.29 JPY; 1 AUD =93.67 JPY.  (See section below on 

Banks Credit Cards and Cash)

Currency exchange is only available from Monday to Friday in Obihiro.

Elevation:  Service Park:  40m

Average for Special Stages:  362m

Electricity:  100V at 50 cycles.  Plugs are twin parallel pin-type, the same as are used in the USA. 

Embassies and   For a complete list of embassies and consulates in Japan and Japanese missions abroad   

Consulates: see http://www.mofa.go.jp 

International   The international dialling codes vary depending on which phone company is being used.  It  

Dialling: should be listed in the 'Information for Guests' book in hotels, or on the internet for mobile   

  phones. 

Mobile phones:  GMS phones except 3G do not work in Japan.  There is more information about mobile 

phones in the Section that follows. 

Opening Hours:  Shops are open seven days a week, normally from 1000hrs until approximately 1900hrs, 

some stay open later.  Banks, government offices and the Post Office, however, work Monday 

to Friday. 

Population:  Japan:  125 million

Hokkaido:  5.68 million

Public Holidays:  None within two weeks of Rally Hokkaido 

Rainfall (July):  94.4mm (average)

Sunrise (July 11):  03:59hrs   (Source: http://www.njwa.jp/weather/)

Sunset (July 11):  19:06hrs   (Source: http://www.njwa.jp/weather/)
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17.7 Business Directory

Business Name  Address Phone Number / Comments / Mobile phone number

 (in Obihiro, unless 

 stated otherwise) 

Airlines

JAL (National freight)  Tokyo  03-5460-0522  0120-25-5971

JAL (International freight) Tokyo 03-5460-0511 0120-25-5931

ANA  (National freight)  Tokyo 03-6741-8800 0120-029-222

ANA (International freight)  Tokyo  03- 6741-6685  0120-029-333

Air France  Tokyo  03- 3570-8577  -

Air India  Tokyo  03- 3508-0261 - 

Air NZ  Tokyo  03- 5521-2727  0120-300-747

Alitalia  Tokyo  03- 5166-9111 -

American Airlines  Tokyo  03- 4550-2111  0120-000-860

British Airways  Tokyo  03- 3570-8567 -

Cathay Pacific  Tokyo  03- 5159-1700  -

Finnair  Tokyo  03-3222- 6992  0120-700-915

Lufthansa Narita  0476-34-8134 0120-051-844

Malaysian  Tokyo  03- 5733-2111 -

Qantas  Tokyo  03- 3593-7000  0120-207-020 

Scand. (SAS)  Tokyo  03- 5400-2331  - 

Singapore Airlines  Tokyo  03 -3213-3431  -

Thai Airways  Tokyo   03- 3503-3311  -

United Airlines  Tokyo  03- 3817-4411 0120-114-466

Virgin Atlantic  Tokyo  03- 3499-8811  -

Banks / ATMS's / Currency Exchange  ATM opening hours  

General Post Office ATM W3, S8  Monday - Friday:  0845 - 1900

   Saturday and Sunday:  0900 - 1700

Post Office ATM   North side of the   Monday - Friday:  0900 -1900

 Central Railway station,   Saturday and Sunday:  0900 - 1700

 Obihiro, W2, S13   

 Eastern side of   Monday - Friday:  0900 -1900

 Nagasakiya Department  Saturday:  0900 - 1700

  Store, adjacent to Rally   Sunday:  Close

 HQ.  

 

Hokkaido Bank ATM W3, S9  Monday - Friday:  0845 - 1900

   Saturday:  0900 - 1800

   Sunday:  0900 - 1700

North Pacific Bank  W2, S9   Monday - Friday:  0845 - 1900

   Saturday and Sunday:  0900-1800

Bus Companies

Hokkaido Takushoku Bus  W37, N5, Shikaribetsu 0155-31-8811 

 Otofuke 

Tokachi Bus (airport)  W23, N1  0155-37-6500

Bus Terminal in Obihiro   0155-23-5171 

Mainichi Kotsu  Kawanishi-kisen 24  0155-59-2201 
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Electronics Stores

Yamada Denki W13, N1  0155-58-4080

100 Man Volts  Inada-cho; S9 0155-48-3939  

Hara Denki Odori, S12  0155-22-5522  

Equipment Hire

Kyose Rentemu  W18, N1  0155-33-2211  Fax: 0155-33-8209

Kanamoto (generators  Memuro-cho  0155-61-2332  Fax: 0155-61-2312

etc)    

Narasaki Lease  Makubestu-cho  0155-56-3221 Fax: 0155-56-5002

Rent All Kino Odori, E1 0155-31-7610 Fax: 0155-31-7598

 Otofuke

Fire Extinguishers

Sogou Bousai  W11, S2  0155-34-1364  Sales

Yamato Shokai  E10, S7  0155-22-2128  Sales

Function Venues

Hokkaido Hotel  W7, S19 0155-21-0001 

Grand Vrio Hotel  Yoda 384, Makubetsu 0155-56-2121  Route Inn Spa

Hotel Nikko Northland  W12, S13 0155-24-1234 JR Hokkaido Hotels

Tokachi Beer Restaurant  W1, S9 0155-26-4141  Casual Restaurant.

Hardware / DIY / Superstore

Homac  Inada-cho S9, W9  0155-49-1011  0900hrs - 2100hrs

Laundry

Empire Cleaning  E4, S12   0155-21-7740 2nd Floor, Nagasakiya

Locksmith

Lockservice Kagi-ya  W2, S16  0155-23-6969  0900hrs - 2000hrs

  090-8636-2066 24 hrs; Emerg No

Koala Lock  W5, S15  0155-25-2584  

  090-3392-4066 24 hrs Emerg. No 

Maps

Tsutaya  Odori, S14  0155-28-3728   

Miyawaki Bookstore  W8, S17  0155-20-6211 

The Honyasan W4, S29 0155-28-2111

Gas Cylinders

Hokkaido Air & Water  W22, S1  0155-37-1181 

Pharmacies

Tsuruha  W5, S18  0155-20-3533 

 S9, W9, Inada-cho 0155-49-2066

 163 Satsunai-kyoei 0155-20-3825

 Makubetsu-cho

Physiotherapist / Chiropractor / Relaxation Massage

Takahashi Sports  Minamimachi, E1-5  0155-48-3839 

Anji  W2, S4  0155-26-4678 

Sekiguchi   E3, S9  0155-23-5784  Massage only
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DAY 1 

TC SS Liaison Total Target First 

SS dist. dist. dist. time car due

0 Start - Kita Aikoku 6:00

Kamitoshibetsu Supplementary Refuel (all competitors) 79.86

Totals to Refuel (0.00) (79.86) (79.86)

1 Rikubetsu 104.40 104.40 1:55 7:55

SS1 RIKUBETSU 1 2.73 0:03:00 7:58

2 Puray 16.93 19.66 0:28 8:26

SS2 PURAY 1 34.96 0:03:00 8:29

3 Niueo 4.98 39.94 0:36 9:05

SS3 NIUEO 1 20.75 0:03:00 9:08

Tomamu Supplementary Refuel (all competitors) 1.53

Totals to Refuel (58.44) (47.98) (106.42)

4 Sipirkakim 5.99 26.74 0:35 9:43

SS4 SIPIRKAKIM 1 22.43 0:03:00 9:46

4A Regroup and Technical Zone In 92.94 115.37 2:00 11:46

4B Regroup Exit / Flexi-Service A In

Flexi-Service A (Kita Aikoku)(refuel) (80.87) (225.24) (306.11) 0:20

4C Flexi-Service A Exit / Regroup In 1:05 12:09

4D Regroup Out 0:30 12:39

Kita Aikoku Refuel (all competitors) 0.32

Totals to Refuel (22.43) (97.72) (120.15)

Kamitoshibetsu Supplementary Refuel (all competitors) 79.86

Totals to Refuel (0.00) (79.54) (79.54)

5 Rikubetsu 104.40 104.40 1:55 14:34

SS5 RIKUBETSU 2 2.73 0:03:00 14:37

6 Puray 16.93 19.66 0:28 15:05

SS6 PURAY 2 34.96 0:03:00 15:08

7 Niueo 4.98 39.94 0:36 15:44

SS7 NIUEO 2 20.75 0:03:00 15:47

Tomamu Supplementary Refuel (all competitors) 1.53

Totals to Refuel (58.44) (47.98) (106.42)

8 Sipirkakim 5.99 26.74 0:35 16:22

SS8 SIPIRKAKIM 2 22.43 0:03:00 16:25

8A Parc Ferme and Technical Zone In 92.94 115.37 2:00 18:25

8B Parc Ferme Exit / Flexi-Service B In 0:03 18:28

Flexi-Service B (Kita Aikoku) (no refuel) (80.87) (225.24) (306.11) 0:45

8C Flexi-Service B Exit / Overnight Parc Ferme In 19:13

Day One Totals 161.74 450.48 612.22

Itinerary v1.2
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Itinerary
DAY 2 

TC SS Liaison Total Target First 

SS dist. dist. dist. time car due

8D Service C In 5:00:00 5:30

Service C (Kita Aikoku) (refuel) (0.00) (0.00) (0.00) 0:20 5:50

8E Service C Exit 5:50

Kita Aikoku Refuel (all competitors) 0.32

Totals to Refuel (22.43) (97.72) (120.15)

9 Pawse Kamuy 83.68 83.68 1:30 7:20

SS9 PAWSE KAMUY 1 9.05 0:03:00 7:23

Kamitoshibetsu Supplementary Refuel (all competitors) 3.21

Totals to Refuel (9.05) (86.57) (95.62)

10 Nupri Pake 11.82 20.87 0:25 7:48

SS10 NUPRI PAKE 1 12.47 0:03:00 7:51

11 Honbetsu 37.15 49.62 0:55 8:46

SS11 HONBETSU 1 10.74 0:03:00 8:49

12 Sinotcaki 33.75 44.49 0:50 9:39

SS12 SINOTCAKI 1 6.28 0:03:00 9:42

13 Obihiro 30.05 36.33 0:45 10:27

SS13 OBIHIRO 1 1.20 0:03:00 10:30

13A Regroup and Technical Zone In 0.45 1.65 0:05 10:35

13B Regroup Exit / Flexi-Service D In 0:03 10:38

Flexi-Service D (Kita Aikoku) (refuel) (39.74) (196.90) (236.64) 0:20

13C Flexi-Service D Exit / Regroup In 1:05 10:58

13D Regroup Out 0:30 11:28

Kita Aikoku Refuel (all competitors) 0.32

Totals to Refuel (30.69) (110.33) (141.02)

14 Pawse Kamuy 83.68 83.68 1:30 12:58

SS14 PAWSE KAMUY 2 9.05 0:03:00 13:01

Kamitoshibetsu Supplementary Refuel (all competitors) 3.21

Totals to Refuel (9.05) (86.57) (95.62)

15 Nupri Pake 11.82 20.87 0:25 13:26

SS15 NUPRI PAKE 2 12.47 0:03:00 13:29

16 Honbetsu 37.15 49.62 0:55 14:24

SS16 HONBETSU 2 10.74 0:03:00 14:27

17 Sinotcaki 33.75 44.49 0:50 15:17

SS17 SINOTCAKI 2 6.28 0:03:00 15:20

18 Obihiro 30.05 36.33 0:45 16:05

SS18 OBIHIRO 2 1.20 0:03:00 16:08

18A Service E In 0.45 1.65 0:05 16:13

Service E (Kita Aikoku) (no refuel) (39.74) (196.90) (236.64) 0:20

18B Service E Exit / Finish Regroup In 16:33

Podium Finish 0:25 17:00

Day Two Totals 79.48 393.80 473.28

Rally Totals 241.22 844.28 1085.50

Note1:At the 20 min service, crew have a maximum of 25 min to move their cars into the Service Park
Note2:At the 45 min service, crew have a maximum of 50 min to move their cars into the Service Park
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